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FOREWORD

The Historical Resources Study Proposal No. GEWA-H-1 for George
Washington Birthplace National Monument relates that "a historical know-
ledge gap has existed" at the birthplace "since its inception causing
serious problems in interpretation and resource management.” It con-
tinues:

This proposed study would attempt to eliminate this defieiency by com-
piling and interpreting date on its historic lands, buildings (out-
buildings, quarters), burial grounds, landings, roads, fences,
orchards, gardens, fields, forests, and contiguous waters for the
documentation of an Historical Base Map. It should also provide
data for the implementation of the "living historical farm"...

In particular, knowledge is necded on the period cultivation of
goil, production of crops and gardens, raising of livestock, and
plantation, industries and animals, Data is vitally needed on the
physical characteristics of Augustine Washington's house and its
messuage (1732-1779).

This report deals with these broad objectives and also seeks to resolve
"the disputations involving the historic site and characteristics of the
George Washington Birthplace house and messuage.'" The information now
available, in the writers' view, is fully sufficient for this purpose and
he so outlines and interprets it.

Through the years a good deal of study and evzluation has taken place
in regard to these matters. To the forefron* in National Park Service
considerations have been the contributions o. Oscar F. Northiagton, David
Rodnick, Philip R. Hough, J. Paul Hudson, and, more recently. B. Bruce
Powell. There are others, too, and this listing could rightfully be much
longer. The writer is indebted to them all as well as to the contribu-
tions of the Wakefield National Memorial Association, especially to its
various writings and published members.

The processing of the report inveolved many hours of stenographic
assistance in producing a working draft at the author's duty station in
Colonial National Historical Park. There were & number of Park staff members
who contributed importantly here, but none more heavily, or consistently,
in this project than Mrs. Brenda Shelton. Likewise the final process in
the Division of History involved a number skilled in stenographic work, but
none more productively in this instance than MlSS Alfreida C. Perkins. My
thanks o to them all.

Charles E. Hatch, Jr.

Yorktown, Virginia
March 3, 1969
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Chapter I

Great Grandfather, Grandfather
and Father

George Washington was rooted deep in Virginia and as deep
in Westmoreland County's Bridges and Popes creeks area. He
represented the fourth generation of the Washington Family in
the colony and the third to be Virginian by birth.l It began
with the arrival of John Washington, his great grandfather,

1. The Washington Family in England can be, and has been,
traced a long way back possibly to the midethirteenth century.
Then the family was De Wessington. It seems that some two cen=
turies before George Washington was born, one Lawrence Washington
left his native Worton in Lancashire and sought fresh fields and
pastures in Northamptonshire, a wool-growing county of the English
Midlands. He prospered, perhaps with the assist of a rather
wealthy widow of a wool dealer. Though there were no children
by this, his first wife, the second gave him eleven, four of them
sons. He became a respected citizen, serving the borough council
and becoming, in 1532 and 1545, Northampton's mayor. An associate
even willed him, '"Mayster Wasynton a gowne furyd with foxe." It
was to this Lawrence that the English Crown, after the dissolution
of the monasteries, granted St. Andrews P_-iory, one of the three
estates of Sulgrave Manor. In this way Sulgrave became the family
home for 80 years (1540-1620). At Lawrence's death, he willed
substantial holdings to Robert, his son and heir. Robert continued
to live at Sulgrave until his death in 1620, though disposition of
of it had been made a decade earlier, possibly due to his two
marriages and 15 offspring, some by each of his wives. Robert's
eldest son was Lawrence, a name that "seems indigenous'" in the
family. In turn, this Lawrence and his wife Margaret Butler had
Progeny, no less than eight sons and nine daughters. The fifth
son was Lawrence, destined for a life in the Church, {(Charles
Moore, Wakefield: Rirthplace of George Washington (The Wakefield

National Memorial Association, 1932), pp. 1=-5; Douglas Southall
Freeman, George Washington, New York, 1949), I, 527-29).




in the Potomac River late in the year 1656, or very early in
the next.?

Colonel John Founds a Family

John Washington, the emigrant, was at the time of his
emergence on the Virginia ecene a young man in his middle twen-
ties, tha oldest of six children. Both his father, Lawrence
Washington, and mother, Amphillis Twigden, were desd, the first
having been buried at Maldon in Bssex in January 1633 and the
later at Tring, Herts, in January 1655. The date of his birth
has not been precisely fixed, but it was surely in 1631 or 1632,
either at his mother's home in Tring, near Oxford, or at Purleigh
Paxish in Essex.3

His father was a scholar and a cleric4 and consequently, at
least in his formative years, John enjoyed the quiet, learned life,
though times became a little difficult when his father was
evicted from the very good living of Purleigh (this being an old

2. The English antecedents of Washington and some of the
early story in America is considered in detail in Volume 1 of
Charles A, Hoppin, The Washington Ancestry and Records of the
McClain, Johnson, and Forty Other Colonial American Families
(Greenfield, Ohio, 1932).

3. He himself said i a deposition recorded on January 5,
1676, th:: he was then "aged 45: yeares, or thereabouts" (quoted,
as are many official entries, in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, 1,
142). -

4. He was admitted to Brasenose College, Oxford, in 1619
at the age of 17. He took his bachelor's degree in May 1623 and
was named a Fellow on the Darbie Foundation. He received his
naster's degree on February 1, 1626, and remained at the Univer=
sity to become, in time, lector of Brasenose and, in 1631, one
of the proctors at Oxford. The latter occurred when two proctors
were dismissed for Calvinistic leanings. It was about this time,
too, that he married, an act that required resignation from his
fellowship., Having taken orders, he came to settle as rector of
All Saints in Purleigh Parish, Essex.




and wealthy parish) for the considerably lesser, and meager,
post of Little Braxted, Essex.5 Conditions now became a little

leaner for the family.

In November 1640, when only 8 or 9, John was given a
vgcholar's place" in Sutton's Hospital at London, later the
noted Charterhouse School for sons of gentlemen. For this, a
nonination by Charles I, it was necessary to wait for his turn
for an opening. The opening was delayed in coming and evidently
his father found a place in another school, though its identity
has not been fixed. Here he received such formal schooling as
he obtained. It has been conjectured that he may have been
trained in London where there were family connections, and there
are some suggestions of it. It, and later experience, may have
been in the mercantile. or, maritime field. Somewhere he gained know-
ledge of the sea and sailing. It is possible, it seems, that he
could have voyaged with a '"cozen," John Washington, to Barbados
and met one Edward Prescott thore.® His mother died in 1655 and
he became her administrator though it was thirteen months before
he duly qualified. This was his last record of known entry in
his native country of England. He, and his brother Lawrence
would find their fortune in the New World. They ''came to America

5. It was reported that he was evicted from Purleigh in
1643 because he was "a common frequenter of Alehouses," often
drunk, thereby, through poor example, being a bad influence.
It seems, hcwever, that the more pressing reason nay have been
his loyalty to the Crown in the revolutionory time when the Crown
was in disfavor., His lucrative post may have been needed for
reward for more faithful Cromwellian service, {Moore, Birth-
place, pp. 1l=3. Moore's account in general is a terse digest of
that in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry).

6. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 139-1hb.

7. Lawrence was born at, or near, Tring, Herts, England,
in 1635, the second of the children of Lawrence and Amphillis
Twigden. He inherited an estate from his maternal grandmother's
second husband, Andrew Knowling, but eventually decided to cast
his lot in Virginia., He followed John to the Northern Neck and
reached the Colony, possibly in a later voyage of Edward Prescott,
early in 1659, and took an assignment of 700 acres of land. Over
the next few years he was in England for several periods and in
June 1660 he married Mary Jones. There he became a 'Lawful Attore




for opportunities that they believed awaited them, or that they
believed they could create." . John had some family inheritance,
wag the heir of his mother and-likely had accumulated scme means
in his assumed maritime and commercial activities.®

In any case, in 1656 Edward Prescott by letter asked John
Washington to join him in a commercial enterprise as co-partner
in a voyage and he agreed. He journeyed to Danzig in Poland
and met Prescott, who was there in his ketch, the Sea Horse of
London. They sailed through the Baltic, stopping at Lubec in
Germany and then in Copenhagen and Elsinore in Denmark, John
traveling overland to Elsinore on a tobacco-selling mission.
Then they cleared for the Potomac River in Virginia, probably in
November 1656.°

ney" in some of the affairs of the "estate of Nathaniel Pope late
Merchante of Virginia." He was in England again in 1663 and 1664~
1665. Mary, who gave him two children (Mary and Charles), died

in 1665, Again he returned to Virginia, this time to settle down
to make his home on the south side of the Rappahannock River. He
married a second time in Virginia, Joyce, the widow of Alexander
Fleming. At his death in the early summexr of 1677, he left his
wife and their two children, John and Ann, as well as daughter
Mary to whom he willed his English estate = real and personal,

In the case of the "death or neglect of my executrix,'" he named
his "loveing Brother Coll John Washington & loveing friend

Thomas Hawkins « « + to be the overseers and guardians of my
children until they come of age." (Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I,
.130-38, citing his will from Richmond Country, Registered Will '
Book, No. 1, p. 219,)

8. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 1lL6.

9. Dates on the agreement between Washington and Prescott,
the voyage, and subsequent involvements are largely from interro-
gatories, a part of the court records, filed in Westmoreland.
There were three of them executed by three persons who had made
the voyage in the Sea Horse of lLondon -~ William Meares, Jacob
Inkson and George Weedon. Quoted in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry,
from Westmoreland Deeds, Wills, Patents, etc, 1653=1659, p. 77.




The agreement with Prescott was for selling in Scandinavia and
for the voyage to Virginia. 1In this John brought earlier ex-
perience to bear, for he ""did take halfe watch to Virginie, &
assisted as second man in sailing her [the Ship)] to Virginie."

In due course, the voyage to Virginia was consumated, the cargo
disposed of, and a return load of tobacco put aboard. Then
disaster struck on February 28, 1657. A winter storm and an
unchartered shoal led to the sinking of the ship and the loss
of her cargo.

John Washington had, as agreed, worked with Prescott in all
of this and "did Aasist him , . . in his business untill ye Vessell
was cast away'" and then "in saveing of his vessell,” which was
refloated, repaired, and refreighted. But evidently John now
thought of remaining in Virginia and In this had the 'consent of
ye said Prescott."” To this end he requested a settlement, or
note, to cover the "Account of Copartnership,” which remained
unsettled. Prescott, however, demurred, likely believing that
Washington should have some responsibilty for the cost of the
shipwreck though actually he was not an owner of the vessel. It
may be, too, that Prescott had expected a continuation of the
partnership and Washington's return to Europe with him as second
man.

There were heated words between the two on a Sunday while
they were ashore at '"Mr. [Nathaniel] Pope's house" on Mattox
Creek. Prescott's pretext for refusing a settlement was that
Washington owed him money. At this point Nathaniel Popel© attempted
to come to his rescue, proposing that "if ye said Washington did
owe ye said Prescott anything he ye said lx. Pope would give ye
said Prescott ready paymt in Beaver at eight shillings per pound.‘

10, Nathaniel Pope was a well~to-do Marylander who had moved
his residence to Virginia. He was in Maryland prior to 1637 and
in 1642 was in the legislature of that Colony. He was there as
late as 1646; however, by 1651 he was patenting land in Westmore-
land. A year later he was seeking a tutor for his children -~ Ann,
Thomas, Nathaniel, and Margaret. He was commissioned a lieutenant
colonel in the Westmoxeland militia in 1655. (G.W. Beale,

"Col. Nathaniel Pope and His Descendants,' in The William and Mary
Quarterly Historical Magazine, 1lst Series, XIT (January 190L4), 192-

96; Freeman, Washington, 1, 15, especially note No. 3.)




Washington threatened a court order of attachment for the vessel,
which he did obtain after Sunday had passed.

In some way Prescott obtained a release, though he "came
no more on shoare." He sailed, too, presumably with the "“speckled
stuff" (cloth) which Washington had bought from the ship's carpen=
ter and it was still aboard. Their paths would (and again incon«
clusively) cross again., Washington would accuse Prescott in a
Maryland court with a witch hanging on a later voyage to Virginia,
Though, perhaps, there were various reasons that he would not
force him in court, one was "Because then [the time set for the
trial ] God willing I intend to gett my young Sonne baptized. All
ye Company & Gossips (Sponsors) being already invited,"ll The
child was his first born, Lawrence, the grandfather of George
Washington,

When just a few weeks in Virginia evidently John Washington
had impressed Lt. Col. Nathaniel Pope, who was a notable in the
community and had a good business eye. He lived on Mattox Creek
and it may have been that the Sea Horse of London put in_
at this shipping point which served Pope. In any case, Pope be=
friended John Washington and may have had a hand in the dissolution
of the Prescott-Wasjington partnership aswell a part in John's deci-

glon to remain in Virginia, Besides, Nethaniel had a marriageable daughter,

Soon John Washington and Ann (Anne) Pope were married at her
father's house in Mattox. This was in the fall (not later than
December 1658), their first child being born about September 1659.
Colonel Pore rewarded his daughter "Ann Pope alias Washington”
with a gift of 70012 acres of land on Mattox Creek where the newly=-
weds established their first home. Pope died about a year later,

11. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 147=-52.

12, This was 600 acres on the east side of a valley on the
east side of "Hollawances Cr' to a creek called the "Wading Place"
and 100 acres to the north of it. The 600 had been granted on
January 30, 1650, initially to John Hollis, gentleman, and the
100 acres to Nicholas Heywood on October 6, 1658. Pope had ac=~
quired both from Heywood. {Nell Marion Nugent (ed.), Cavaliers
and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants,
1623-800 (Richmond, 1934), I, L99).




his will being proved on April 20, 1660. In this his "sonn-in~law
John Washington [received] that ‘summ of money wech he stands indebted i
unto mee by a bill under nis hand for ye said money containing
eighty pounds sterl . . . [also] one mare,"1l3

John Washington evidently was fortunate in his marriage and
his father-in-law and was quick to take advantage of his new
opportunities.l4 To them evidently he brought intelligence,
business acumen, and a high respect for law, order and proper
procedures. The records are meager; however, almost at once
there is the picture of a busy, enterprising young man at work,
There was an active interest in land and its acquisition, in
"attorney" services for othexrs in like matters, in merchandising,
in growing and selling tobacco, in the importation of servants,
and in financing others., There is, for example, the record of
May 28, 1658, that shows one Nicholas Oliver indebted to him in
the amount of 3,000 pounds of '"good sound Marchantable! tobacco
and cask., Should Oliver default, or be unable to pay 'out of
my Cropp of Corne & Tobco now upon ye ground," he agreed to 'work
& live with ye said Mr. “Washington or his Assignes all ye next
winter in preparing ground at fencing & Whealding & other imploymt
for towards ye making of a Cropp of Corne & Tobco three yeare
follwwing & to plant wth ye said Mr. Washington servants for a
Share."15

13. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 153-154. Pope had made
his will on May 16 the year before as he was intending to go for
England. Willism and Mary Quarterly, lsi Series, I, {April, 1893),
189,

14, Nathaniel Pope during his sojourn in Virginia, and
before, had amassed a considerable wealth and some community
position., His will and inventory attest to the former. He had
considerable land and several going plantations (farms) as well
as personal property and goods of more than 386 pounds sterling
of which more than a third was in "servants." (An untitled
bound volume of typed copies of county records of various types,
arranged in parts by its pagination, in the files of George
Washington Birthplace National Monument (hereafter cited as Court
Rec., GWBNM), pt. 2, pp. 6-9 (from Westmoreland County, Deeds,
Wills &c 1661-1662, p. 1).)

15, Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 165-66, quoting West-
moreland Deeds, Wills, Patents, &c 1653-1659, pp. 105-6., Also see
Court Rec., G‘VBNM, pto 2, P 11.




In 1659 and 1660, the records show, he began the purchase
and acquisition of additional land, an interest that he would
continue with good results. One such acquisition was for 300
scres in March 1659 and another for patent rights for 700 acres
the same_ spring. The latter he duly conveyed to his brother
Lawrencel® who had now Jjoined him in virginia. Like others
around him, he saw the advantages of the headright systenm
whereby a person could collect 50 acres for each person he was
responsible for bringing into the colony, Separately, and with
his brother-in-law, Thomas Pope, he pursued this route, bringing
in 63 or more persons. As early as September 1661 he and Thomas
were claiming 1,200 acres for 24 headrights, "upon branches of
Appomattox [Mattox]" Creek. But a patent required "seating"
(establishing people on the land) within a specified time, and
in this particular transaction there was difficulty in seating.
John actually did not get it until repatent and reassignment in
1668, He was, however, more fortunate in other transactions and
by this date acquired some 5,000 acres in Westmoreland.l7

One of his larger acquisitions was a 1,700 acre tract in
1664 in Westmoreland between the "head branches of Powertridge
‘ and Appomattox'" creeks, the one emptying into the Rappahannock
'ﬁ and the other into the Potomac River. This 1s the same year he
bought the Bridges Creek property, where he made his last home.
The latter involved a purchase and a headright claim for four
persons. It was in 1665 and 1671, in two purchases, that he
acquired the 900-acre property "upon the round hills." This was
from Anthony Bridges and Elizabeth ("Rosier alias Bridges") and where
John became a miller through the operation of a grist mill on
Rosier's Creek. When the second of the two half-interests pass~
ed td him he paid 16,000 pounds of tobacco, the consideration
for the first not being given.

As early as 1661 he took ownership, for the transportation
of one person (Peter Renolds), of the 50 acre '"parcel of Islands,
in number 10 . . . in ye mouth of a creek called Cedar Island
Creeke [Popes Creek]." His last purchase seemingly was for 250
acres on '""Allopeene Creek" in Washington Parish., This was from
Lewis Markham on June 23, 1675, for 18,000 pounds of "Tob & Cask."

16. Court Rec., GWBM, pt. 1, pp. 11-15; Hoppin, Washington
Ancestry, I, 153-54.

17. Nugent, Abstracts, I, 449; Freeman, Washington, I, 77;
Court Rec., GWBNM, pf. 4, p. J; Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I.
b

160, =2




Altogether he came, by the various avenues, to be owner of some
10,000 acres.18

The major part of his scattered holdings was in Westmoreland
County, more particularly in Washington Parish; however, his
largest single acquisition was up the Potomac on Little Hunting
Creek. This was involved, being a joint venture with Nicholas
Spencer, Secretary of the Colony, for 5,000 acres, eighty per-
cent of which represented an unseated grant to Col. Richard Lee.
Surveyed as early as 1669, the grant came to fruition in March
1674. These acres were in what was then Stafford County:

in the Freshes of Pattomooke River and were opposite
to Piscatoway Indian Towne in Mariland . « « being
a necke of Land bounded betwixt two Creeks and the
Ma ne River on the East « « « by the said Main River
Pattomooke, on the North (viz) by [a creek] . «
called by the English Little Hunting Creeke , . ., and
on the So., by a creek and called by the Indians
Epsewesson Creeke.19

Quitrents of four shillings per hundred acres were duly paid
annually and the land, by some arrangement, was "seated," or

settled, as required. This was to become the site of Mount Vernon .20

18. Nugent, Abstracts, I, 448; Hoppin, Washington Ancestry,
1, 156-59, 183; Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, p. 43 (Westmoreland,
Deeds, Will:, Patents, &c. 1665-1677, p. 168).

19, Quoted from the Culpeper Patent to Spencer and Washington
in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, 1, 161-62. This 2,500-acre tract
would descend to Lawrence and then to his daughter Mildred, and
Augustine would purchase it from her husband, Roger Gregory, of
King and Queen County, on May 17, 1726. Augustine passed it on
to his son Lawrence, whose half-brother George would acquire such

part of it as became the home estate of Mount Vernon.

20. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, i60-62; Freeman, Washing-
ton, I, 20-22, .




Acquiring land and making a living did not preempt all of
John Washington's time even in the very first years. He became
active in his communtiy, in the church, and in public affairs.
Rather soon he was a man of growing influence. He was elected
to his parish vestry in 1661 indicating his continued adherence
to the religious tenets of his youth.2l His leadership was
apparent, and when Westmoreland was divided into three parishes
to replace the former two in May 1664, one was 'to be called
Washington pish," almost assuredly in his memory.22 His name
replaced that of the geographical designation Appomattox pre-~
viously in use. He remained loyal to the church and in his will
specified that out of his money in England should come "ye
ten Commandments & Kings armes’” for "the lower Church of washe-
-ington parish," his church. He also set aside a maximum of
4,000 pounds of tobacco for his burial expenses -~ "for a funerall
sermon preached (at ye) Church & no other funerall kept,"23

John Washington, early in his Virginia career, was succes~
ful in getting an ascending order of offices and court appoint-
ments such as coroner and trusteeships. In July 1662, at age 31,
he became a "Justice of ye Peace'" and consequently a member of
the county court.%4 About the same time, too, he was commissioned

21. As & vestryman 1t was necessary that he subscribe to: 'woe
whose nomes are here underwritten were made Cholse of as Vegtry men by
yc Parish of Appomattox and have taken ye oath of Alegiance and Suprcracie
& do subscribe ye following words: &as, I doe Acknowledge my self a true
sonn of ye Churcn of England so I do believe ye Articles of' faith there
processed & oblige myself to be Conformable to ye Doctrine & Discepline
there taught & established.” (Quoted in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I,
167, from Westmoreland Deeds, Wills, Patents, 1661-162, 46).

22. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 3, p. 5 (Westmoreland Court Orders,
1662-166L, p. 31). Thus from Appomattox and Cople, it went to Washington,
Westbury (upper) and Cople (lower). The Washington Parish bounds were
from "upper Marchoticke downward to ye foote of ye westernmost side of
Mr. Popes Cliffes."

23. Hoppin gives his will in full in Washington Ancestry, I, 205-
07; Court Records, GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. L9-50 {Westmoreland, Deeds, Patents,
Accounts, Depositions. 1665-1677, pp. 366 et seq.).

2L. The order naming "Mr. John Washington" included eight names
for "Justice of the Peace" who took "ye Osthes of Allegiance Suprem-
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a major in the militia. He would have long service on the
county court and would rise to a responsible lieutenant colonel
in the militia. Nor were these public offices without remu-
neration. It is of note that in October 1663, for exanmple,
Washington received almost eight thousand pounds of tobacco as
per his account and "for his eervices'" of various types. Pay-
ments continued for responsibilities performed. Ten years later,
in a county levy of 36,000 pounds of tobacco, he was awarded
tobacco and cask to cover some ten thougand--building rental
(2,200 pounds), 240 pounds (for 17 pounds of powder '"at Genall
mustex") and 7,700 ("for Burgesse Charges').25

His election to the House of Burgesses for the term begin=-
ning October 23, 1666, marked him as a county leader and took
him to the capital at Jamestown on a wider stage. This assembly,
through various prorogations, carried from 1660 to March 1675
in 17 sessions. He was reelected again to the session which
conveyed in February 1677 though, because of death, he would not
sit in that of the following Octobex. In the Assembly his com=
mittee assignments tended toward the judicial, fiscal, and,
perhaps, the diplomatic. Various affairs surely took him to the
Governor Berkeley place at Green Spring.26

ary & of a Justice of peace." '"Hereby Impowering them or any four
of them « . « to hold Courts to try & Determine all Causes & Dif-
ferences whatsoever in ve said County {of Westmoreland ] not touch=-
ing life or merber. And further Impowering them & every of thenm
Joyntly & severally in Court & t2 Act ! doe all such things as

one or more Justices of ye Peace is by ye Lawes of England or

ye Acts of Assembly of this County Impowered to doe for which

they shall be o them & every of them a sufficient Warrant."
(Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 2, p. 11, and pt. 3, p. 5 (Deeds,

Wills &c 1661-1662, p. 16, and Court Orders, 1662-1664, p. 32).

25, Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 167-68, 171; Oscar F.
Northington, Jr., "Research Report on Wakefield, George Washington
Birthplace, Westmoreland County, Virginia" (typed report dated
February 7, 1938), pp. 1-7; Freeman, Washington, I, 17.

26, Hoppin, Washinaton Ancestry, I, 172-73, 186-87; H.R.
McIlwaine (editor), Journals of the House of Burgesses, 1659/60-
1693 (Richmond, Va., 1914), pp. vii = xvi, passim.
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After a decade of married life and five children, Anne Pope
died and John buried her, as he did two of his children who died
young, in a special area on the grounds of his home place on
Bridges Creek. He would be placed there beside her some nine
years later, But two other wives would preside over his house=-
hold in the interval, though neither would bear him children.
John's second wife, whom he married seemingly in the summer of
1669, was a widow, Anne Gerrard, who had already buried Walter
Brodhurst and Henry Bret. She was a woman of scme property and
brought young ones to Bridges Creek to join those of her third
husband, The fact that earlier she, along with her sister, had
been the subject of inconclusive court inquiry relative to
accusations dealing with their moral conduct seems not to have
greatly disturbed her new husband. He placed no credence in the
tales of her vociferous accusers, Anna and Richard Cole. 1In the
investigation, as was his custom, he was careful and proper in
his official and businees actions, Trusting in the law, he
normally sought redress in court when aggrieved, or attacked,
as he was from time to time as he rose in influence and position.27

Anne, John's second wife died, it seems, in 1675 and with~
in the year he married for the third time. It was not, however,
before he, on May 16, 1676, negotiated a property settlenent
with the prospective bride, Frances Gerrard~ "in consideration
of ye marriage aforsd and for ye great love and affection yt
he hath to ye said Frances.!" For Frances this was the fourth
merriage and there would be a fifth. Earlier there had been
Thcmas Speke, Valentine Peyton, and John Appleton, and wlllzamfm:dw:ck
would follow,.28

Now a well established leader, a merchant and business

agent, and attorney (sometimes for English and Dutch firms), a

burgess, a lieutenant-colonel in the militia, a family man and

lay leader in the church, a man of substantial property and means,

and a planter interested in his crops, livestock, milling, and

the like, it is natural that John Washington had his part to play

in the days of the 1670s. He had involvement, though not too ‘
deeply, perhaps, in both the Indian wars and in Bacon's Rebellion. ;

27. Freeman, Washington, 1, 18-22. Freeman pursues this in
quite some detail. -

28, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 44-45 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Pateats &c 1665-1677, p. 274); Hoppin, Washington AncestrzJ
I, 176-81; Freeman, Washington 1, 25~26.




It was early in September 1675 that John Washington received
his order to investigate the late raids of the "Doeg Indians
of Maryland" into the upper parts of Stafford County, where they
had "Cutt up
stocks of cattle." This was a continuation of Indian raids on
the frontier which seemed to be a principal spark for the re-
bellion of Nathaniel Bacon, Jr. The instructions were for Col.
John Washington and Issac Allerton to "call together ye severall
Malittia Officers of ye several regiments on ye no[rth] side
Rappa & So sidz Potomeck River" to confer and ""to raise a fitt
number of men within ye Lymitts aforesd"” as necessary. Then he
was to proceed and seek satiafaction. Washington viewed this
seriously and before acting made his will against any eventuality.29

Already the Governor of Maryland had agreed to permit Vir-
ginia forces to enter his colony. Washington and Allerton, after
putting things in order, assembled the necessary force and direct-
ed themselves tcward their objective. This proved to be a crude
Indien fort across and up the Potomac, perhaps within the confines
of present-day Washington. Already the Maryland rilitia, under
Major Truman, had the Indians at bay. Negotiations and discus-
sions, with five Indians who came out to parley, proceeded but
proved Iinconclusive. and futile. The Indians in the face of good
evidence denied their atrocities, blaming the Senecas. Now there
were differing opinicns as to what course to follow and in the
end, on soneone's order, these five were summarily slain, evident=
ly by the Maryland militiamen.

Perhaps this was considered satisfaction. In any case the
expedition was concluded and Maryland an:. Virginia forces returned
home to some criticism for having slain "hostages." Court investi-
gation in Westmoreland came in June 1677, and those of his com=
panions who gave depositions fully absolved Colonel Washington of
any resulting blame, placing the guilt of slaying the Indians
squarely on Truman and his Marylanders. But this did not halt the
Indian depredations nor check, the move to Bacon's Rebellions.>C

29, Court Rec., GWRNM, pt. 1, pp. 43-47 (Westmoreland, Deeds,
Wills, Patents, &c, 1665-1677, pp. 231-32, 288).

30. 1bid; Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 188-95, 203; Free=~
man, Washington, I, 22-25, 29, 1In his insistence on committing to
record the pertinent papers, John Washington insured the preservation
of at least some of the salient facts of this expedition, and Hoppin
reproduces them as referenced above, '
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when Bacon's Rebellion broke and intensified, John Washington
remained loyal to the established government of Sir William
Berkeley and, insofar as possible, believed it best to ignore
instructions or directions from the Bacon camp. He, at one point,
may even have joined the governor on the Eastern Shore for a time.
He sought, too, to secure supplies and possessions by their quiet
removal over to Maryland.

There were those in Westmoreland, however, that did answer
Bacon's call, particularly Stephen Mannering. 1In October 1676
Mannering was directed to prevent the further removal by Wash=-
ington's overseers of food and tobacco from his plantations -
specifically that at "ye Round Hills" and that "at ye river side”
(Bridges Creek). Mannering being poised to lead an expedition
against the Indians, on October 21, dispatched Daniel White to
seize and impress Washington's stores and small craft (specif-
ically "ye corne & p'visions, Tobacco, Stocke . . . servants")
and to block any further shipment. White did this. He and his
men established themselves on the plantation as a guard and
proceeded to enjoy the conveniences available. They were not
aware that Bacon had died early in that same month in Gloucester
County.31

With its leader gone the rebellion quickly collapsed and
loyal planters reasserted themselves as Berkeley began to punish
"the rebels" with a heavy hand. In this way William Armiger
and a group of "Loyalists" approached the Washington home plan- -
tation a little later in the fall. He surprised and quietly took
the seven or more Bacon adherents who were still on station here
despite their advantage of 14 loaded guns, shelter, and cover.

3l. Court Rec.,, GWBNM, pt. 1, p. 46 (Westmoreland, Deeds,
Wills, Patents &c, 1665-1677, p. 288. Sometime later, in a West=-
moreland court case, Samuel Brent through his”attorney, Malachy
Reale, unsuccessfully sued John Washington's estate, claiming
that in "ye late Rebellion" Washington took his "sloope from ye head
of Appomattox Cricke where shee was Layd up'" for use in transport=
ing "his goods and estate or part thereof over to Maryland . . .
instead of returninge her where she was Left went to take her up
at Mr. Hardidges his bark Landinge but left her halfe and halfe
out of ye water where shee Lay . . « to yor peticoner damage one
hundred pounds sterl:*®* Court Record, GWENM, pt. 6, p. 30
(Westmoreland, Court Orders, 1676-1689, p. 255).
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Again John Washington was content to let the courts and law
give the redress. 1In his case it was a bit substantial. He
was awarded 9,500 pounds of tobacco from the Westmoreland

levy for services, damages and expenses. There was another
6,000 of tobacco and 80 pounds currency from the Colony itself.32 With
this the play was almost over for John Washington, who had
seen much success in his 20 years in Virginia. He died in
the late summer or early fall of 1677, between August 25 and
September 26, On August 14 he was present at a conference
regarding the County levy to pay for the Bacon uprising.
Eleven days later he attended a court in his own house. A
month later his colleagues were in session again, but this
time they admitted his last will and testament to probate.,
Perhaps his will, in the material sense at least, gives a
measure of his success and it registers some of his concerns
and sheds light on his sense of responsibility.33

There was a bequest to his church and directions for
burial in association with it at his family cemetery. He
remembered his sister Martha 4 with 10 pounds and '"wtsoever
else she shall be oweing me for transporting herself unto this
Country - & a yeares accomodation after her comeing in & four
thousand pcunds of tobacco & Caske.'" To his brother-in-law,
Thomas Pope, he willed ten pounds sterling. This, as werxe
several comparable items, was to be 'fout of yt mony I have in
England," the balance there going to son Lawrence. His brother
Lawrence would have received 4,000 pounds of "tobbco & Caske"
had he lived to receive it; hLowever, he had died several months
before. Lavi-ence's eldest son John, however, Colonel John's
"godson,'" would get the specified "one young mare of two years
old.,"

His landed property, more than 8,500 acres, he divided
among his three children. Lawrence, the oldest son, received
three ''seats of land" (700, 250 and 900 acres respectively)

.

32, Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I
Washington, 1, 26-29. -

33. His will is given in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I,
205-07. : -

, 194~203; Freeman,

34. Martha, the youngest of the children of the Reverend
Lawrence and Amphillis Washington, did come on to Virginia. Here
she married Samuel Haywood, who was Clerk of the Stafford Court,
an? lived until 1697. (Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 210~
11). T
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and the "watter mill with all appertenances & land belonging
to it at the head of Rosiers Creik,”" subject to his step-
mother's interest, plus the half interest in the Little Hunt-
ing Creek five thousand acres.

His second son, John, was bequeathed five seats, or plan=
tations (250, 300, 350, 400 and 395 acres respectively) in-
cluding "yt plantation wheiron I now live wch I bought of
David Anderson'" at Bridges Creek. Daughter Ann was willed a
"seate of land'" and a '"tract" (1,200 and 1,400 acres respect-
ively) in Westmoreland. In much, or most of this, John's
surviving widow had her third interest for life and she would
seck her settlement in due course.

John's children were all still under age. He entrusted
the upbringing of daughter Ann to his wife "untill my son
Lawrence Comes to age or her day of mariadge,.,'" It was to
brother-in-law Thomas Pope that he entrusted "the bringing
up of my son John Washington.” He was also to manage the
estates of both Lawrence and John until they were '"of age one
& twenty years or [ their ] day of mariadge." He did not want
an appraisement, yet he did wish "a just Inventory & List"
which, if taken, has, it seems, not survived., The personal
estate he wished divided "into foure equall parts" with one
for his wife "in lieu of her dower or Claime" and one for each
of his three children. Then "every Childes part should be put
out upon their owne plantation or plantations ~ theire for
(to be) manadged to the best advantage for the bringing up &
educating (each) Child « « ««" There was the further personal
touch, too. Daughter Ann would rec s«ive as '"was her mothers
[Anne Pope‘'s ) desire & my [John's] promise, yt Cash in ye new
parlour & the Diamond ring & her mothers rings & the whilt
quilt & the white Curtains & vallians,"
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Captain Lawrence Carries On

The first child of John Washington the emigrant was Lawrence,
who seemingly was born before late September 165933, He was prob-
ably born on the farm (plantation) which his mother's parents
had given their daughter and new son-in-law at the time of marr-
iage. It is possible, even, that he was born in his grand-
parent's home. But this, toco, would have been on Mattox Creek,
the area in which he spent his first years. Spgme five or six
years later he was brought to the newly acquired Bridges Creek
farm, which then continued as his home until he reached his
rajority and moved on to his inheritance on Mattox Creek. It
was his brother John, a few years his junior, who inherited
the Bridges Creek establishment and made his home there. It
is possible that Lawrence could have continued here until his own
narriage about 1686,

Lawrence's youth would have passed with his brother and
sistex and, perhaps, with his first stepmother's young children
when she came to Bridges Creek in the very late 1660s. It seems
likely that he was in England at the time of his father's death
as he was not on hand to attend the execution of the will until
some time later. Perhaps he was in school there at the time.

In any case the court found it necessary in November 25, 1677,
just a couple of months after John's death, to direct that

Mr. Daniel Lisson and Capt. John Lord "be continuwed to looke
after ye estate of Coll Jno: Washington deceased & provide

for ye servts: & to take Care to end wth: Overseers & settle
ther or others & wth bills or concerns they or either of them
shall take into trheir hands yt they give security to be aconmpte
able on demand." When settlement was made to Lord, by court

two years laterx, for the management and security of the estate,

he received 1,800 pounds of tobacco for his "great charge and
trouble.” The order, too, tells why special administrators
were named. It was the "absence of ye executor who was then

in England." By order on the same date, July 27, 1681, young
Lawrence was directed to pay Thomas White 1,600 pounds, covering
the same interim, for his 'repaire, mending & keeping in repair
of their mill" on Rosiexr's Creek.36 Settling his father's estate

35. Hoppin, Washington Ancestrv, I, p. 224,

36, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 9, 26«27 (Westmoreland,
Court Order Book, 1676-1689, pp. 102, 216).
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was time-consuming and it dragged on even past the required
division ordered in January 1683. Since there was a spate of
suits, or actions, in this regard with Lawrence named as prin-
cipal in Februarg 1679, perhaps he arrived back in Virginia
about this time.3’

In England, or elsewhere, Lawrence received adequate
schooling to support him in public life as a long-time member
of the Westmoreland court, as burgess in the Virginia assembly,
as "High Sheriff,'" as a lawyer, and as a business man, Nor did
it take him long to begin his responsible contributions.

"Mr. Lawrence Washington" sat as a member of the '"Court for ye
County of Westmld" at least as early as June 28, 1680, when he
was no more than 21 years of age. He would continue the tradie
tion of public service which his father had set.

For most of the time from 1680 until his death in 1698 he
functioned as a justice of the peace and consequently a member
of the Westmoreland court, except when other office, service,
or abscence rendered it impossible. He regularly took the
necessary oaths of allegiance, supremacy and office which, after
the Glorious Revolution, changed, as in 1691, to '"the oaths
enjoyned by act of Parliament insteadr of the Oaths of allegiance
and Supremacy together with the oath of duely Executing the office
of a Justice." Even in the summer of 1679, he had been in-
volved in military scenes at the public "fort" being '"among
those sent up.'" After February 13, 1684, e was a Captain in
the militia, a rank that he retained through the remainder of
his 1life. 1In 1691 the records show him as a functioning coroner.
In 1697, when the local court ordered ¢ "Ducking Stool” for each
parish, that in Washington Parish was to be at "Capt. Lawrence
Washington's mill dam" and he was to have it "substantially dogg"
as was Col, Issac Allerton at his '"Mill Dam in Copely Parish,"

37. 1bid., pt. 6, pp. 14-17, 36 (pp. 147-65, 269). Lawrence,
John, and Ann (now Mrs., Francis Wright), the children of Colonel
John, were by court entry ready for the division of the estate
on January 3, 1683, and they agreed to share '"proportionably"
any of their father's just debts that came to light afterwards.

38. Court Rec,, GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 17, 22, 36, 76, 107, 121
(Westmoreland, Court Order Book, 1676-1689, pp. 165-66, 183, 314;
ibid., 1690-1698, pp. 23, 157, 242); John Frederick Dorman,
Westmoreland County, Order Book Virginia 1690-1698 (Washington, D.C.,
1963 mimeographed), pt. 1, p. 63. Evidently, even in later years,
Washington took his justice duties seriously though he did miss a
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On November 25, 1685, the Westmoreland court acted favor-
ably on Lawrence Washington's request that his cases and busi-
ness before that body be referred. This was because he was '"one
of ye Barysters of this County & now settiing att James Towne."
It was directed that "all matters as relating to him in Cort
might bee referred till his returne." Again, in 1687, he had
to request, this time by letter, for similar consideration as
"he is called to James towne on uxgent affalres and cannot attend
this Court."” 1In this instance his particular case was referred
until "this next Court." Lawrence twice represented his county
in the House of Burgesses, in the sessions of 1684 and 1691-92,
his first election coming when he was but 25 years of age.

In the first instance he sat with Issac Allerton and in the
latter, with William Hardidge, a more regular Westmoreland
burgess.

On May 25, 1686, Lawrence asked to be excused from taking
his regular oaths as a justice '"to keep the Peace" since he was
intending "forthwith to Ship himself for England.' He asked
that it be postponed until "his returne to this Country when hee
is willing to take them." Thus it was a year later he and another
of "the justices nominated in the Comicon of the Peace" appeared
and '"did publicly and Solemnly take the said ocathes" and were
"admitted to Act or officiate as Justices.4C

There is nothing to indicate why he journeyed to England.
His extensive business connections could have been the reason,
end it is even possible that it was a wedding trip. He seens
now, when about 27, to have married Mildr:d Warner, of Glouces-
texr, This allied him with a prominent femily, Mildred's father
Augustine having been a leading planter, one-time speaker of the

session now and then, but not that set for March 27, 1695, when
it was necessary to cancel as he & the officers of the Court"
were all that reported, two "being sick” and two "attending the
House at James Citty."

39, Court Rec., GWNBM, pt. 6, pp. 49,57 (Westmoreland Court

orders, 1676-1689, pp. 454, 563); Hoppin, Washington Ancestry,
226-27; Journals of the House of Burgesses oI Virginza,'1639/60-1693,
pPpe Vviiexvi.

40. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 55, 58 (Westmoreland
Court Orders, 1676-1689, pp. 502, 578).
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House of Burgesses, and a member of the Governor's Council.
They were to have a family of which three would survive--John
(born about 1690), Augustine (about 1694), and Mildred.4l

For two years Lawrence would serve his County in a new
capacity, that of "High Sheriff." On May 25, 1692, he pro-
duced in the local court "the Rt. Honable and Lt. Govrs
Comisson to be sheriff" of Westmoreland and thereupon pro-
ceeded to take the necessary oaths and to be "sworn into the
sd office."” At the same time he nominated two men to serve in
the capacity of "Undersheriff.,” They, too, William Clark and
"John Washington, junr," were sworn in. The latter was a cousin,
the son of emigrant Lawrence. John did not serve out his term,
as in this period he elected to move himself westward into
Stafford County and to settle at Chotank, having the court's
"leave and consent' to take two "orphans" and their estates
with him. This John would, a decade later, administer the
estates of Lawrence's children.

As sheriff, Lawrence had a new role of enforcing decisions
and being an officer of the court. This involved his friends and
neighbors and even relatives, as when he was "ordered to request
Capt. John Washington," his brother, to be at the next session
to "give the Justices an account ZTBf:? what standard weights
or measures belonging to this County are in his custody.'" There
were problems as when his deputy, William Clark, died and his
administrator took over and '"paid away three hogshead" of tobacco
which "had been rec'd & marked with the broad arrow" by Wash-
ington and had nothing to do with Clark's estate. 'Lawrence
Washington gentl high Sheriff of this County" received damages.,
He was not always as prompt, Or as efficient, as he should have
been, however. On July 27, 1692, he was requested by the Court
"to send for England for the Statutes at large of the latest

Ladition to the time of procureing the same bound up together
if possible, if not the printed Copies of latest Parliaments"

41. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 228-29, Mildred
Warner's mother ha een Mi e ead ana was a granddaughter of
the Frenchman Nicolas Martiau, prominent in early Jamestown and

Yorktown affairs. (John Baer Stoudt, Nicolas Martiau,
Adventurous Hugenot (Norristown, Pa., 1932).
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for official use. Evidently he let this one slide, for after
his death a claim was advanced So recover the funds which had
been advanced for the purpoae.4

The evidence is ample that Washington found sufficient
time for his personal affairs and his business interests being
successful all the while with a good incocme, too, from public
service. His legal practice grew as his court appearances
multiplied, and he was careful not to mix the public and the
private. A case in point was when, as justice, he "refused to
give his Judgmnt in any action relateing to the Estate of
Mr., Thomas Pope desd for that hee is a Trustee for the said
Estate wch is at his request ordered to be entered.” Cases
involving the management of the Pope estate, as also the estate
of Daniel Lisson, were a matter of lenqthy involvement. At one
point, initially, he_had refused to joim as one of three in the
"management of his / Popefs_?laffairs in virginia," believing
that he was entitled to '"the sole management" of the estate,
though the other two were William Hardidge and John Washington.
So strongly did he feel when the court declined to uphold him,
he "desired his discent might bee enterd" in the recorded order .43

42, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 86-88, 95, 97, 103-04
(Westmoreland Court Orders, 1690-1695, pp. 62-63, 66, 68, 95, 105,
129); Dorman, Westmoreland Orderboock, pt. 1, pp. 29, 93, From

a court suit, it appears that when sheriff he and John, "his
"Under Sheriff,” at "Court tymes" and "2t other tymes when and as
often as they pleased,' on a yearly basis, rented accomodations
from cne G>orge Harwick. The accomodations covered '"meat drink

& lodging for themselves & pasturage & provender for their horses
and all other things requisite & necessary for them amongst other
gentlemen then lodgers.'" It was said, too, by Harwick that "Said
Lawrence Washington very little weighing or regarding the
premises aforesd. " Harwick was claiming an annual rate of 1,000
pounds, instead of 500, of tobacco, but the court dismissed the
suit as evidence was insufficient. (Court Record, GWBNM, pt. 6,
111-12 (Westmoreland Court Orders, 1690-1698, p. 185).

43. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, 55-56 (Westmoreland Deeds
Wills Patents, No. 2, p. 21) and pt. 6, pp. 5, 44-45, 71, 79
(Westmoreland Court Orders, 1676-1689, pp. 404, 412, 477; 1690~
1698, pp. 6, 44).

21




On his return from England in 1687, it would appear that
he had solicited a goodly amount of business overseas, English
business with Virginia investments. A number of court cases
appeared with him serving as the plaintiff's attorney. His
record of success in court seemingly was generally very good
as when he forced William Robinson to pay a thousand pounds
of tobacco plus five pounds and suit costs as well as to
"forthwith put ye plantacon hee now liveth on in Housing
orchard & Fencing in good repaire and soe to maintaine kepe &
leave ye same." Trustee and guardianships were, also of special
interest to Washington, as in the case of Jane Hay, whose parents
died and he took over management of the estate. He did this
too for Daniel Lisson's daughter, who was born after her father's
death and had no mention in his will.44

wWashington's interest in this kind of business did not
waiver and in 1695 he was named "Trustee" to the estates of two
prominent country men who died=Hon. Nicholas Spencer and Capt.
William Hardidge. Nor did his interest waiver in the management
of plantation affairs. In answer to his action in November 1697,
"Mary Brindle Servant to Capt. Lawrence Washington" was required
to serve him a "full term of two years after her tyme of Service. . .
by Indenture and Custome , . . according to Law for loss & trouble
sustained by her haveing a bastard Child in his Service abt: two
years agoe.' One such servant (Rodger Holougho) that he had
obtained that year in the "Shipp Olive Tree of Briddleford," he
sold to William Cohoven. Holougho, 'pretending to have lost his
sd Identures' was brought to court, which fixed his time at six
years from the date of arrival.

It was customary for Washington, too, to get court decisions
on ages of servan:s when they were in dou.t, as when in July 1691
he presented '"a certaine Negro (his slave) name kre' whose age
was fixed at 7. Several years later "Dick, a negro boy" was

44, Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 225-226; Court Rec.,
GWBNM, pt. 6, p. 48 (Westmoreland Court Orders 1676-1689, p. 448).
In the case of the Hay estate one claimant appeared to collect his
"one Flock bed and boulstar with Rugg blanketts" as well as ''the
first fold that her old mare should bring forth." (Court Record,
GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 34-35 (Westmoreland Court Orders, 1676-1689,

p. 302).
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determined to be 9, and John Parsons, a "Servant," 16 and
"Ordered to serve his sd master according to Law."

It was in 1686 that he had Miles Hurst in court for
having "stollen and billed severall of his Hogs & sold and
disposed of them to severall persons living in merriland."
Hurst was fined 2,000 pounds "in default" and ordered to
"serve ye sd Lawrence Washington Two years according to Act
in ye case provided." It was the latter that Hurst got and
when he ran away after five weeks the court decreed ''separate
satisfaction" to Washington at the end of his term.43

For the most part Lawrence was content with his legal and
public business and seemed not to have been as interested as
his father in additional property acquisitions, though he did
add to his birthright by perhaps a thousand acres. His largest
single acquisition was a 400-acre tract just northwest of and
along Bridges creek. This farm was the old Daniel Lisson estate.,
This he bought from the heirs and gained the title for a hun=
dred pounds sterling. He "did enter and /—fake 7 Peaceable
Possession and Seizen thereof" on May 26, T1696. Already he had
been associated with the management of it for some time, it would

appear .46

Lewis Markham, attorney for Robert Lisson of Bristol, a
Lisson heir, had in 1690 sued Lawrence on behalf of the now five
orphans of Robert and his wife Amy. They were, he maintained,
the rightful inheritors of the real and, in this instance, per=
sonal estate--'Cattle horses mares sheep hoggs household stuff.
bonds bills Debts deeds demands & servts mony & plate." The
will had provided that it be divided into three equal shares=
one each for Daniel's wife Jane and his two sons, William and
Daniel. Should the sons die without issue, and they did, their
parts would go to the children of Robert, Daniel's brother., How=
ever, at the time of Daniel's death his wife was pregnant with the

45. Court Rec., GWBNM; pto 6, pp. 50, 51’ 55, 77-78| 107,
110, 118, 122, 124 (Westmoreland Court Orders 1676-1689, pp. 468,
476, 504; 1690-~1698, pp. 31, 38, 156, 182, 221, 243, 251).

46. Court Rec.,, GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 56=64 (Westmoreland Deceds
wills Patents, No. 2, pp. 55-59) and pt. 6, pp. 92, 98, 108 (Court
Orders, 1650-1698, pp. 79, 171 172); Hoppin, Washington Ancestxx,
I, 236 ff.
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daughter for whom Lawrence became guardian. He held "some
goods & Chattles" for his ward. He had, indeed, refused to
surrender them to Markham, or the orphans, The court found
in favor of Washington and his ward.47

But Lawrence Washington would not long enjoy the Lisson
place at Bridges Creek, or the company of his brother John,
Jjust across the Creek. His was a relatively short-lived fam-
ily and he followed the pattern, dying at age 38 in 1698.48
As requested, he was buried in the family cemetery on the home
place at Bridges Creek. A provision of his will was that after
"a Funeral Sermon at the Church'" (and the cost of his funeral
should not exceed 3000 pounds of tobacco) 'my body to be buried
if please God I depart in this County of Westmoreland, by the
side of my Father and Mother & neare by Brothers & Sisters &
ny children.”"49 He left a young family-=Augustine (4 years
of age), John (8), and Mildred (little more than an infant).

The oldest son, John, was willed the larger portion of
Lawrence's real estate though he made a three-way split of his
major properties. To John went the Mattox Creek '"seat of Land
where I now live" as well as ''the whole tract of Land lying
from the mouth of Machodock, extending to a place called the
Round hills," as well as the two additions he had made to it.
John also got the valued "water mill" and anothexr 200-acre
parcel he had acquired. To Augustine went the Lisson purchase,
the area "between my Brother / Captain John_/ & Mr. Baldridges'
land" on the Potomac plus "that land that was Mr. Richard Hill's"
plus the 700 acres where Lewls Markham 'now lives,'" at the death
of Markham and his wife. To daughter Mildred was reserved "all
my land in Stafford County lying upon Hunting Creek, where

47. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, pp 73-74 (Westmoreland Court
Orders, 1690-1698, p. 15).

48. His brother John hardly reached 35, his father but 46,
his father's brother but 42, and his grandfather 51. The cause
of Lawrence's death is not known but likely it was not his eyes
though he did have trouble with them. 1In the settlement of his
estate, for example, there were payments to two doctors (Doctors
Tanckersley and Jackson a pound, two shillings each) "for trouble
about L.W. eye." (From an itemized account of the estate quoted
in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 242).

49. Lawrence's will is given in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry,
I, 239~40, and in Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 69-70 (Westmoreland,
Deeds and Wills, No. 2, pp. 133 ff).
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Mrs. Elizabeth Minton & Mrs. Williams now lives." Evidently
they were tenants and proved the continued use and occupation
of this land where Mount Vernon would rise. Seemingly Lawrence
did not attempt to develop this 2,500-acre property as his son
and grandson would.

Like his father, Lawrence had a provision for the church,
in fact two churches, in his will. Each of the "upper and
Lower Churches of Washington parish" was to receive and did,

"a Pulpett Cloth & Cushion." He also remembered two friends,
with each receiving "a mourning Ring” of 30 shillings value,
and there was to be one for "Sister Lewis" at 40 shillings.

One "Godson,' Lawrence Butler, was to get "one young mare &
two cows' and another, '"my Cozin: John Washington Eldest son
of Lawrence,”" a man servant with five years to serve, or 3,000
pounds of tobacco to buy one when he reached 21. Lewis Butler
and a third Godson were to have a 275-acre tract of land to be
divided between them. It was to "my Coz: John Washington Sen:
of Stafford County" that he bequeathed "all my wearing apparel.”
And so it was that Capt. Lawrence lived and died.
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Young Augustine Comes of Age:

Augustine was hardly more than a toddler at his father's
passing and his older brother was eight, only twice his age.
His sister was but an infant. As if foreseeing their imma-
turity at his death, when he wrote his will early in 1698 (it
was proved in court on March 30 that same year), father Lawrence
asked that his personal estate be equally divided in four parts,

one each for the children, and one for '"my loving wife.”" It
continued:

it is my desire that my Estate should not be
appraised but kept intire and delivered them

as above given according to time & my childfen

to continue under the care & Tuition of their
mother till they come of age or day of marriage,

and she to have the profits of their Estates towards
the bringing of them up and keeping them at school.

Mildred, his wife was the Executrix and the Executors were
Samuel Thompson, to whom he had given a mouraning ring, and his
Cousin John Washington of Stafford.50

For a time Mildred Warner Washington likely stayed on at
the Mattox Creek homestead with her voung children, but in due
course, after a longer period than in many instances, she re=-
married in the spring of 1700. The second husband, and step
father for the children, was George Gale of Whitehaven, Cumber=--
land, England, and sometimes Maryland and Virginia. The mar-
riage was likely in Virginia, but soon, in the fall, the family
moved on to England where they were before November 1700.
Augustine was then approaching seven years of age. A new sister,
Mildred Gale, was baptized on January 25, 1701, and buried
there two months later, at St. Nicholas Church in Whitehaven
Parish. Augustine's and her mother had already been buried at the
same place on January 30; seemingly Mildred had premonition that she
would not long survive the birth of Mildred Gale, as in his will,
made on Januery 24, she was "doubtful of the recovery of my present
sickness." This left the children of Lawrence Washington in the custody
and under the guardianship of George Gale. Evidently Gale took his
~obligations seriously, and Augustine soon found himself in school.

50. Will cited as above.
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He was enrolled at Appleby School in Westmoreland, England,
some fifty miles from Whitehaven, where he remained for several
years, presumably until his return to Virginia in 1704. Had
it not been for the action of his family in Virginia (particular-
ly John Washington, an executor of his father's will, and re-
sulting favorable court decision to his contention) Augustine
along with his brother and sister likely would have grown up
in the English traditions and may have elected to remain there.
Such however, was not to be the case.51 '

John Washington, acting on behalf of the children, main-
tained that on the death of their mother, George Gale's interest
in and management of thelr estates ended. They==it was argued-—
reverted to the executor of the estate, John Washington, who was
officially awarded their custody. So Augustine had another home
and seemingly lived with his father's first cousin, along with
his older brother and younger sister, for most of the next de=
cade. This was at Chotank in King George County (then Stafford)
near the western border of Westmoreland.52 Augustine would have
been about 10 years old when his new guardian, on April 6, 1704,
signed this receipt:

I do hereby acknowledge to have received of
George Gayle the Children of Capt. Lawrence
Washington late of Westmoreland County in
Virginia and all the Estates and portions
belonging to the said children and I do hereby
discharge the said George Gayle from all
further demands on account of the Estates

and portions of the said children.33

This guardianship would continue until Apr:ii 3, 1713.

51. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 243-45. The action
against Gale was brought on April 30, 1702, by John Washington
and Samuel Thompson, "Surviving Exrs to the last will and Testament
of Capt. Law: Washington decd." When there was opinion in favor
of Gale's attorney there was "appeale to the third day of the next
Genll Court John Bushrod Gentle Security with the Appellants.”
‘(Court Record, GWBNM, pt. 6, p. 137 (Westmoreland Court Orders,

1698-1705, p. 157).

52. Freeman, Washington, 1, 31-33.

53. Court Rec., GWEBNM, pt. 1, p. 73 (Westmoreland Deeds Wills
Patents, No, 3, p. 369), The receipt was ordered recorded on
April 30, 1705,
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Living at "Chotank," Augustine was not too far from Bridges
Creek, where he knew he would have his own plantation in due
course. It would have been remarkable had he not taken an
interest in it in these years and visited often, even assisting
his guardian in its management. It seems significant that he
moved here just after he married in 1716 and made it his first
homne.

In any case Augustine's older brother, John, approached
his majority and wanted part of his father's inheritance. On
September 24, 1712, he sought court action. He, by petition,
"showed to this Court that he is arrived of full age to Receive
the Estate Left him by his said decd father in his Last will
and Testament." He '"prayed that John Washington Surviveing
Ex:rs of the said Lawrence might be ordered to deliver him the
Same.,"™ It was so ordered and '"the said John Washington Doe
imediately on notice hereof pay & Deliver unto the Peticoner
sforesaid all & singular the Estate left him by his said father
Lawrg:ce Washington of what nature or kind Soever the Same may
M.H

It took some time and persistence with periodic delays,
Evidently due to poor records and to a considerable intermixture
with the affairs of the executor, it was difficult. In the end,
in November 1712, the Court named five persons (Nathaniel Pope,
Joseph Weeks, Charles Tyler, Robert Lowell, and Daniel Field),
any three of whom could act, to "auditt inspect Settle & adjust
all of the acco:ts" and then "divide the sd Testators Estate
into four Equall parts or proporcons'" according to the meaning
of the will, and report to the next court. An account was duly
recorded on April 2, 1713, over the signatures of Pope, Tyler,
Lowell, and Field. It revealed that Captain Lawrence, even tnen,
had left a sizeable estate. After the legacies, funeral expenses,
commissions, fees, debts, and the rest (15,303 pounds of tobacco),
there was still a balance of 32,509 pounds of tobacco from the
personal estate for division among the heirs.55

54. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, pp. 139-40 (wWestmoreland
Court Orders, 1705-1721, pp. 198«99),

55. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 244-45., Hoppin re-
produces a number of the pertinent documents.
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The inventory of personal possessions was taken in the
form of a four-way split with every evidence at fairness, though
in many instances there were not four items of a kind. This
listing (in parts A, B, C, and D) is both interesting and infor-
native.?® It gives an insight into the estate of Lawrence
Washington and it details what passed on to his children.
Evidently John, the older son, could put his division right to
work, and Augustine could do the same when he reached his
majority two yvears later. '

There were slaves enough for two to have seven and two
six (about equally diviied between male and female with one
infant). 1In the area of livestock it was equal most of the way,
with each getting 44 hogs (young and old), 22 cattle, 6 sheep,
and 4 horses (horses, mares, or colts, that is). Each received
11 chairs and an assortment of flock beds, feather beds, bed-
steads, quilts, bolsters, pullows, rugs, and blankets as well as
a pair of "curtains & vallens." Also, each received a dozen
fine and half dozen coarse napkins and a table cloth besides
varying amounts of sheets ('"flaxen" and "fine"), pillow slips,
cupboard cloths, and towels. Likewise each received 11 books.

There was a variety of tableware and dishes57 though the
pewter plates were divided evenly at 12 apiece. Of the kitchen
equipment, everyone received two iron pots, at least one kettle
of iron or brass, an iron pot rack, and a frying pan. Other
items were of lesser number.>8 Household furniture did not
cone in multiples of four, as would be expected, except for a

" table each and at least a chest each (one an "old slate table,"
some new, and one a folding table).5% There was only one clock

56. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 73=77 (Westmoreland, Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 5, pp. 135),

‘ 57. There were other pewter items, chafing dishes, earthen-
ware, and one "lignumvita punch bowl."

58. Included were 3 "pye'" plates, a chop knife, sifters,
drip pan, spits, skillets (one of "bell mettle"), brass skimmer,
an iron grid, a hanging gridiron, a ''marble" mortar, pestles, egg
slice, flesh forks, cullender, ladle, brass dish rings, iron
cricket, and a jack. '

59. Besides there were trunks (one a "sealskin"), a chest
and a box of drawers, a box, a clothes press, a ''screw press,"
a cupboard, a desk (one for writing, one for dressing), and
stands.
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(an old one) but also a watch clock, a single silver watch, \
"one looking glass sadles shaving knife," and a sun dial. 1

There were andirons all around (some brass), and a pair
of dogs, but a single box and heater. Each received a candle-
stick (half of them were noted as brass), though there were only )
two candle snuffers and but one candle box, this of '"tinn.'"60
There was a variety of measures and containers,bl enough quart
bottles for 19 apiece plus several cases.62

For the farm there were tools and supplies, with each
receiving 7 hoes (some broad, some narrow) and 3 ''reap hooks'
(all old). 63 Sstocks and supplies included for each were 2
bushels of salt, 82% bushels of Indian corn, 17 pounds of pewter,
and 16% ounces of '"plate," plus 2875 nails (1500 ten penny,

750 six. and 625 twenty). There were "30 quire stampst paper 7"
and "the flaskett that holds the paper."

Some items were miscellaneous in nature, as with the "gunns,"
nine in number, divided 3, 3, 2, and 1. There was a single 'cart
& wheel" and one ''coller & cart saddle." Perhaps the pair of
handcuffs went back to Lawrence's days as sheriff. There were
enough basins to go around and four chamber pots, though one was
a "Little babe pott."

This then would be what Augustine would inherit to help
him get set up in plantation=keeping, though it would be two years
before he reached the age of 21. And he would have one more change
of guardianship and, perhaps, change of home. On May 27, 1713,
the Westmoreland Court ordered:

60. The listing included iron tongs and a shovel as well as
one warming pan.

61, This included pails, jugs, a '"pizzen," tub, funnels, and
a brass cast,

62, There were a pair of "Stilliards,”" a pair of welghts
and scales and a set of ''phisick Scales."

63. Also, there were saws (old and new), a "Compass saw,"
wedges, '"harrow teeth," shovels, a pair of sheep shears, a '"spin
whealer,”" and a "spinn wheele," "a shear & colter,'" files and
chisels, a spade, a ''gauging rod," a "grafting saw,'" a pair of
clamps, and "a large augur."
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The Guardianship of Augustine Washington

& Mildred Washington son & daughter of
Lawrence Washington gentl de¢d on their
Peticon Is granted to their brother John
Washington . . . [and further] it is ordered
that he be imediately possessed with all

& Singular their and either of theégstates
Left them by their sd decd father.

64. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, p. 1l (Westmoreland Court Orders,

1705-1721, p. 212).
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Chapter II

The Henry Brooks Patent

"Mattox Neck," as it was occasionally referred to in the
years when the area was being settled, '"taken up," and developed,
is along that mile and a half stretch of the Potomac's south
‘'shore in Westmoreland County between Bridges Creek and Pope's
Creek,l The names Bridges and Pope are but a recording on the
land of the names of two original patentees whose acres were on,
or along, these lesser waterways.

Early in the fall of 1651, even before the formation of West-
moreland County, Hercules Bridges, for transporting four persons
into the colony of Virginia, received 200 uncleared acres just
west of Bridges Creek. Seemingly he was in ownership, or occupa-
tion, even before April of that year.2 Nathaniel Pope, the be-
friender of emigrant John Washington, too, was an early (1651)
patentee in the area and among his grants was an extensive holding
eastward of the lower reaches of the creek on which he left his
and the family name,3 This creek had other early designations,

1. A sworn deposition of William Brown in 1755 at age 70
nakes reference to this., Brown was born and lived most of his
life here. (The deposition is reproduced in The William and Mary
Quarterly, 1lst Ser., X (January 1902), 176-7, See also Tyler's
Quarterly,VIII(April 1927), 231; Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 146ff
(from Westmoreland, Deeds and Wills, No. 9, 279ff.} In some con-
temporary uses the term, "Mattox Neck,' is applied also to a larger
area along the Potomac Extending northwest beyond Bridges to Mattox
Creek, It seems, however, to have been used principally in refer-
ences to the Brooks patent area and to properties immediately adjacent
to it,

2, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 5, 131-33 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, etc., No, 1, p. 1 and Fiduciary Records, No, 1, p,., 118,
Also see Nugent, Abstracts, pp. 211, 326, 380, The use of the name
Bridges here is fairly constant, though there were occasional except-
ions as Bridge Creek, Washington Creek, and "Henry Brooks Creek."

3. Charles Arthur Hoppin, "The Origin of Wakefield, Washington's
Birthplace," 'in Iyler's Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Maga-
zine VIII,No. 4 (April 1927), p. 225; Nugent, Abstracts, 447.
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too, as Fishing Creek? and "Cedar Island Crceke,"s the latter
suggested, perhaps, by the several little islands that dominate
the mouth of the creek. But Pope's soon became the established
name and has continued.

Mattox Neck has few distinguishing natural features but there
are several of lesser note. There are the high cliffs that drop
sharply to the river's edge, occasionally exposing fossils of
earlier times and other evidence of geologic ages. Just east of
the mouth of Bridges Creek is a little marshy inlet, "a gut,"
headed by a sometimes tidal pond that has passed without partic-
ular pointed reference. Some half mile eastward is Digwood (a
lone reference seems to have it Bigwood)® Swamp, a property ref-
erence now and then, ’

Sluggish Bridges Creek itself extends inland a mile or so,
forking as it does into two major, marshy fingers--the northwest
and the southeast branches. Pope's Creek, never an important
waterway it seems, extends farther inland but soom, in its first
mile on its west side, has a pronounced westward pointing inden-
tation, the "Cove," and then a marshy inlet, '"Dancing Marsh,"

4. Hoppin, "The Origin," Tyler's Quarterly, VIII, 227-28;
Nugent, Abstracts, pp. 331, 449, This is from a 1659 patent,
and a 1661 reissue to Richard Hill,

5. Pope's initial 1,050 acre grant (amer.ded in 1655 to 1,550)
on the Potomac was just to the southeast of au earlier one. This
earlier one (for 1,200 acres on February 24, 1643) was to Edward
Murfey and John Vaughan. It is said to have been the first patent
for land in the area that became Westmoreland County. It bounded
on the "Eastermost side of Cedar Island Creek.’ (Nugent, Abstracts,
187; David W, Eaton, Historical Atlas of Westmoreland County Vir-
ginia (Richmond 1942), p. 65 (plate 7 ) There is also reference
in a patent of 1661 to John Washington and his brother-in-1law,
Thomas Pope. (Tyler's Quarterly, 8, 225,)

6. Nugent, Abstracts, pp. 449-450, Seemingly Dorothy Brooks
was seeking a repatent of part of her father's (Henry Brooks) grant
in the instrument described here.
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This marsh in a short distance forks north and south with a dam
on the south fork that forms the "ice pond." Beyond Dancing
Marsh, up the creek a bit, are two points of land that project
into the creek, "Burnt House Point" and another just beyond it,
Blakes Point, Though scme are modern, most of these designations
are old and are of early colonial reference.

The larger part of the lower Mattox Neck formed initially a
single grant, a patent to one Henry Brooks, a shipwright. It was
for a thousand acres. His patent of March 18, 1662, from the
Governor and Council sitting at "James Citty,'" was termed a reissue
of one dated 1657. Clearly, however, Brooks was on the land prior
to this as he disposed of some of these acres as early as 1655.

By regord he was in possession or occupation, before September
1651,

Henry Brooks, it appears, married Jane, the widow of David
Wickliffe (whitley), some time after Wickliffe's death in 1642,
She then moved from Maryland to "Mattox Neck™" and brought with
her her two sons, David and Robert, "infants of very tender years"
who settled "and lived their whole lives here," Previously she
resided in Maryland where David Wickliffe, Sr., had come about
1638, It was recalled that, by report, they "had been obliged to
fly from the Province of Maryland to this Colony /Virginia/ either
to avoid the violence of a Roman Catholic faction there or to receive
or to be brought up in the Protestant Religion here" since, accord-
ing to the reporter who was speaking under oath in 1755, he had
"many times heard and been informed that David Wickliffe ., . . was
the first male child born in the Province of Maryland of Protestant
Parents . , . ."8

7. The Hercules Bridges patent has these words in denoting
the southeast boundary, "a marked white cak which divideth this
land of Henry Brookes." (Court Rec.,, GWBNM, pt. 1, p. 5.)
(Westmoreland, Deeds, Wills, Patents, etc.,, No. 1, p. 1.)

8. The William Brown deposition of 1755 in The William and
Mary Quarterly, lst Ser., X , 175-77. The name appears indiscrim-
inately, it seems, as Wickliffe, Whitliff, and Whitley. 'Whitley's
has become associated with the land as on the U, S. Geological Survey
of this section in 1879. (Dorman, Westmoreland Order Book, (pts. 1
{1690-1692) and 2 (1692-1694), passim,)
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Henry Brooxs' grant of 1662 specified that it included 1,020
acres which were bounded:

on the northwest side to a marked corner hiccory with
a creeke that divideth this land and the land now in
possession of Daniel Lisson /Tisson had acquired the
Bridges and another holding in 1654/on the northeast
side with potomack river on the southeast side with
the Creeke dividing this land from the land of Colo,
Nathaniel Pope to a marked red ocake on the southwest
side thence with a line of marked trees running west
and northwest 60 poles northwest half a point more
westerly 310 poles and west northwest somewhat more
westerly 140 poles to the aforementioned marked hic-
cory and place, -

This patent extended up Bridges Creck some half mile on the west
and up Pope's Creek some three-fourths mile on the east.

But Henry Brooks was growing older and proceeded before his
death in 1662 to dispose of much of his estate here, breaking
it into smaller parcels, By and large, most of this went to
daughters, sons-in-law, and relatives who became established here
for some duration. The rest he disposed of by will, with the
residue being reserved for this wife Joane (sometimes recorded
as Jane) and his unmarried daughter, Dorothy. Perhaps, it is
well to detail some of this briefly for it shows that this area
had become small farms of fifty or a hundred or so acres to accom=
modate at least six, possibly as many as eight, family units prior
to 1662,

The wilderness character would have been gone here at least
a half century before the birth of George Washington, and forest
cover for the most part would have surrendered to open fields with
even some reversion, here and there, to "old fields," and even
second growth which likely would have been pine, possibly some
cedar, It was one of these Brooks! subdivisions that became John
Washington's, the emigrant's, fixed family seat on acquisition in
1664, This was on Bridges Creek and where he established what

9. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 4-5 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 1, p. 225).
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became the Washington ancestral burial ground. Another of the
Brooks' divisions (that to Lawrence Abbington) was to become the
home of John's grandson (George Washington's father), Augustine
Washington, and the place where George was born,

The second of the Henry Brooks' dispositions of record was
on October 30, 1655, It seems to have been a joint one, to
Richard Cole and David Anderson, for "one hundred Acres of land
Joining the creeke which is pattented in my / Brooks'_ 7 pattent,"10
This was on the northwest side of his holding and bordered Bridges
Creek. Seemingly, though not so stated, it fronted narrowly on
the Potomac between the creek mouth and '"the small gut dividing
this and land" of Brooks to the southeast. It paralled the creek
inland, crossing its main southeast branch to include at least a
part of "Indiantown' at '"Oyster shell poynt" in the fork of the
creek branches,ll

Not much is known of Richard Cole, who seems to have been a
relative of Mrs, Henry Brooks. Brooks by will in 1662 remembered
him further with a life interest in "the Arrowhead,'" an area gen-
erally in the forks of Bridges Creek, perhaps a part of the "Indi-
antown' area, Possibly here he had his 'stock of hogs," half of
which belonged to Cole, who did not long survive him, though Brooks'
will made him an "overseer" of it, Cole's will in 1664, in turn,
made Brooks' widow his executrix.,l2 Prior to this, soon after the

10. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, p., 1 (Westmoreland Deeds, Wills,
Patents, No, 1, p. 19),

11. Nugent, Abstracts, pp. 446, 449-50. The pertinent items
here are a grant (in part a repatent) to John Washington and the
Dorothy Brooks' patent, both dated 1664. The Dorothy Brooks' patent
is avstracted to read: 'running &c., to small gut dividing this &
part of pattent layd out for Major Washington, thence to Bigwood Sw.,
extend to head of same thence with trees whichk divides this & land
taken up by Richard Griffin & Major Washington.'" It was for 650 acres,
329 from the Brooks' patent, and 321 due for the transportation of
seven persons, .

12, Eaton, Westmoreland Atlas, p. 48; Henry Brooks' will in
Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. /~8 (Westmoreland Deeds, Wills, Patents,
No., 1, p. 186.) A court action of 1692 seems to show that Cole had
a slave or two, "Benedict Cole a Negro (baptized) late slave to Mr,
Richd Cole, deceased, and afterwards to Mr. Thomas Kirton, deceased,
who married the relict of the said Cole" sued for his freedom, which
had been promised on the death of Kirton. The court adjudged Benedict
to be free, (Dorman, Westmoreland Orderbook, pt. 2, p. 4.)
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original transaction on March 10, 1656, in fact, Cole had sold
his interest in the joint grant from Brooks to his co-owner
David Anderson. It included all his '"right and title of two
hundred Acres of land bounding upon the land of Henry Brookes
Creek with all the building that is upon the said land."13 Thus
Cole never sought to enjoy this property as a residence, though
likely "Davey Anderson’ did, It would appear, too, that David
had come to enjoy more than the original hundred acres. About
the time of the death of Brooks, from whom the property had come,
Anderson on October 25, 1662, drew up a new patent of ownership,
a reconfirmation., 1In this it was redefined as:

}
¢
P

« o+ o One hundred fifty acres of land , . . one hundred
Acres northwesterly upon a creeke dividing this land
from the land of Hercules Bridges northeast upon a
branch of the said creeke southeasterly upon a line
running from a marked poplar near the head of the
said branch south by west into the woods . . . and

50 Acres the other part bounding northerly upon the
said land and the land of Henry Brooks westerly upon
the branches of the head of the said Creeke Easterly
and southerly upon the main woods the said land being
formerly granted unto Richard Cole and the said David
Anderson by patent dated 24th October 1655 . . . L4

Perhaps there were some indistinct boundaries here, or even
some adverse possession., Such seems suggested in the language of
the deed when David Anderson and his wife Elizabeth sold it to
John Washington on December 3, 16€4. This sale included:

¢ « » all my right title anu interest of this pattent
and the land therein contained with all edificies
thereunto belonging with all the land conveyed by
Henry Broockes to me , ., . as also all land that we

13, DNorthington, "Research Report,’” p. 36 (quoting from West-
moreland Deeds, Wills, Patents, No. 1, p. 22.)

14, Northington, "Report," p. 37, and Hoppin, "The Origin,"
Iylers QuarterlyVIIL224-25 (both quoting Westmoreland, Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No, 1, p., 251).

SRR o
o

38




are now possessed withal by virtue of an order of
Westmoreland County Court aforesaid, and have been
for five years possessed without commencement of
suit by Henry Brookes or his assigns . . . . 15

In a repatent of this, along with another tract adjacent,
John Washington, just a little later, as has been_shown, was
willing to accept this as a 125-acre transaction, 6 This was
his first entry into the area on Bridges Creek where he would
soon make his home.,

On March 10, 1655, Henry Brooks disposed of a hundred acres
of his patent to David and Robert Wickliffe., The description of
the property was very vague, only that it was "lyeing in Appomat-
tocks and bound upon Tom Muns /or Muse/ point" and was 'laid out
square." BEight years later, by will, Brooks left another 50 acres
in "dower" to the™ieir of David Whitliff" and he, David, could
have the use of it '"until it please god he hath one /heir/." This
was to bi located "Joining to the said land whereon whittiff is now
seated.”t? Other property references aid in the more precise loca-
tion of these two tracts, totaling 150 acres.

David did indeed have heirs and was to remain on the land here,
In recollection, an old timer, William Brown, recalled in 1755, that
"the said David Wickliffe lived many years in the said Mattox Neck
near to the deponent's father's house where he perfectly remembers
often to have seen him ., . . ." Brown "was intimately aciuainted"
with his children~-David, the oldest, Robert and Deborah. 8

15, Northington, "Report," p. 37; Hoppin "The Origin,"
Tylexrs Quarterly, VIII, 226 (quoting Westmoreland Deeds, Wills,

Patents, No, 1, p. 252),

16, Nugent, Abstracts, p. 446. The Washington repatent
was for a total of 320 acres which included the 125,

17. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 1, 7-8 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No, 1, pp. 23, 186); William and Mary Quarterly,
lst Series, XV (October 1906), 189,

18, William Brown's deposition in William and Mary Quarterly,
1st Ser., X, 175-177.
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In February 1657 Brooks made another division to accommodate
a family need when "“for divers good causes and considerations . .
. and more especially for Laurence Abington hath taken unto him my
daughter Lidia to be his wife," he deeded 100 acres to the Abbing-
tons, This was another part of the "dividend and tract of land
whereon I am now seated.,”" It bounded upon the land of "David Whitlis
and David Snuffins,"

Five years later he gave Lawrence another 48 acres which was
"convenient to the seate of land whereon the aforesaid Abington is
now seated upon.," This was to be in place of another 48-acre tract
already "“"seated" by Nicholas Saxton, Evidently Abbington initially
was given the Saxton tract and on second thought, or by mutual
agreement, Brooks found it best not to "unseat'" him, Again in 1662
Brooks, this time by will, rewarded the Abbingtons. He bequeathed
a S0-acre parcel to his '"grand Child" and described it as "Joining
to the said land on which Laurence Abbington father of said Lidia
now dwelleth on,"19

Nicholas Saxton benefitted, also, or at least his son Henry
did, from the Brooks' will., Henry Brooks specified that Henry Saxton,
his "Godson,'" should have the 50 acres on which '"Nicholas Saxton,
father of the said Henry now liveth."20 This 50 (or 48) acre div-
ident was bounded by Lawrence "Abington and David Whitliff." 1In at
least one instance Saxton was made Brooks' "true and lawful Attorney"
in land recordation matters. Another son-in-law, Richard Higdon,
did the same for Brooks and also acted as "attorney'" for the Abbing-
tons in other transactions,?l The first description of the Saxton
tract, a more precise one, was in the deed of June 1660, which was

19. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 2, 5-8 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 1, pp. 67, 163, 186),

20, Henry Saxton seems to have had his troubles, In July 1692
he was involved in the Westmoreland Court "“being presented for liv-
ing in adultery and it appearing he was rendered uncapable to make
his appearance being sick, the same is continued."” Evidently he
did not long survive, as Nicholas Saxton was granted probate of
his last will and testament two months later. {Dorman, West=-
moreland Orderbook, pt. 2, pp. 2, 12).

21, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 5-6 (Westmoreland

Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 1, p. 163).
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then termed one of 40 acres, It read thusly:

Southeast with Pope's Creeke beginning at a marked
read oak standing on the said creeke side extending
by a line of marked trees that parts the forty Acres
from the land of David Whitley northwest seventy two
poles unto a marked white oak thence southwest 88
poles unto a swamp that parts the said land from the
land of Laurence Abington thence southwest down the

said swamp unto the aforementioned Creeke to the
place where it began,

Henry Brooks made still another subdivision in June 1662 when
by deed he "doe give and bestow' another hundred acres, this to
Jane Higdon, Jane was his daughter, who had married Richard Higdon.
The tract was near the center of the old patent and it was described
as ", . . beginning upon potomack river and so running Digwood Swamp
to the miles end." That same year Brooks' will bequested another
50 acres "Joyning the same'" to daughter Jane. It was specificallg
stated to be '"besides the hundred already Acknowledged in Court." 3

This seemingly became an established family seat, first for
Jane and Richard Higdon and, in turn, a Brown family home, After
the death of Richard, her first husband, Jane married Original Brown
and continued to live here., Among the Brown children were Jane and
William, William continued the family name in "Mattox Neck" and in
1755 spoke of his "father's house' and of the neighboring Wickliffe
place. He recounted, too, that in his youth (he was now 70) he had
"many times been informed" about various personal relationships "by
the ancient inhabitants of his neighborhood, "24

It remained now only for Henry Brooks, in his will of 1662, to
provide for his wife, Joane, and his unmarried daughter Dorothy.

22, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 2-3 (Westmoreland Deeds,

Wills, Patents, No. 1, pp. 164, 267). This area later became known
as '"Duck Hall."

23, Court Rec.,, GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 6-7 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 1, pp. 162-63).

24, William and Mary Quarterly, lst Ser., X, 175-77.
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This he did., To Joane, whom he made "full and whole Bxecutor,"
with Lawrence Abbington and Richard Cole being "Overseers,' he
left the remaining "seat of land whereon I now live bounding

upon David Anderson and so running to a place called the Arrow-
head during her life."” This is estimated to have been several
hundred acres, At her decease it would go to daughter Dorothy
Brooks as would '"the Arrowhead!” at the demise of Richard Cole.

In addition Joane was to receive, by Brooks' direction, "all my
Goods Cattle, moveable and unmoveable both within doors and withe
out” for her life as well as half '"the stock of hogs,'" half being
Richard Cole's, After her death all would pass to Dorothy, Should
Dorothy die before marriage ''what doth or shall belong unto her"
would be givided between his daughters "Liddia Abington and Jane
Higdon."2

From all indications Dorothy did die unmarried, or at least
without heirs, and this 300-acre interest did indeed pass to Lydia
and to Jane, both of whom remarried, Lydia to William Kimball (Kim-
bar, Kimber) and Jane to Original Brown.2® This tract seenmningly
extended along the Potomac from Digwood Swamp to the little ''gut"
east of Bridges Creek, In the division, the river frontage with
some 200 acres went to Jane, including the old Brooks home site,
while 100 acres adjoining it on the inland end went to Lydia.

It is fortunate that Original Brown, on August 21, 1683, en-
gaged Robert Chamberlaineé ""the Surveyor,!' to make a survey of Jane's
further inheritance here. It was cited as containing 215 acres.

25, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 4, pp. 7-8 (Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, No. 1, p. 186},

26, William and Mary Quarterly, lst Ser., XV, 189; Tyler's
Quarterly VIII, 234; Augusta B. Fothergill, Wills of Westmoreland
County, Virginia, 1654-1800 (Appeals Press, Richmond, Va., 1925),
PP. 9, 24,

27. The original of this survey is on display in the exhibit
room at GWBNM, a gift from Mr. and Mrs, Charles J. Paterson, Cleve-
land, Ohio. "Mr. Robt, Chamberlaine” is of record as practicing
his profession of surveying and being in Westmoreland in this period.

. There is specific reference in 1685, Court Rec,, GWBNM, pt. 6, p.

47 (Westmoreland Court Orders, 1676-1689, p. 435).




The resulting document is, for the purposes of this study, a
significant one as it relates the property meaningfully to the
ground including "Digwoods swampe.” It somewhat specifically
locates "Mr Originall Brownes dwelling house"28 (evidently on

the land initially given his wife by her father) and ''the house
Where old Mrs /Henry7 Brooks Lived' as well as that of 'Mr John
Washington" (of which more will be said later). It also indicated
the common boundaries, where they abutted with those of "William
Kimbar'" and "Mr Jno Washington,” in the latter instance mentioning
separately the "house" and a "fence." Ultimately both the Higdon-
Brown and Abbington-Kimball acreages passed by purchase to Augustine
Washington, who in 1725 and 1728 respectively added them to his
earlier Pope's Creek home site purchases from Lawrence Abbington.29

Thus it was that about 1662 Mattox Neck and the Henry Brooks
thousand acres was a rather thickly populated area, what with the
Brookses, Andersons, Whitleys, Saxtons, Higdons, Abbingtons, and
likely others., Just beyond the old Brooks boundaries was, to the
northwest across Bridges Creek, the Lisson holding of 400 ac.es
(embracing) that of Hercules Bridges (1651) and David Phillips (1655, )
Adjacent, and extending on the southwest to Pope's Creek, were the

several tracts (some 600 acres) patented by Richard Hill (1659-1661).30

28, Original Brown became an established member of the Brooks
Patent Community often, in matters of land, estates, jury duty, and
other court actions, working in concert with the Washingtons, Whit-
leys, and others of the neighburhood. In 1¢92 there is record that
he was serving as '"attorney of Wm Briscoe or the Citty of Bristoll"
who came to Virginia and for a time at least was keeping a store of
goods at Appomattox in Washington Parish," ' (Dorman, Westmoreland
Oxdexbook, pt. 2, pp. 11, 19, 27, 37).

29, Court Rec,, GWBNM, pt. 1, pp., 107-110, 113-115 (Westmore-
land, Deeds and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, pp. 175, 338).

30, Nugent, Abstracts, p. 380; Eaton, Westmoreland Atlas, p. 63
{(plate 5); Northington, ""Report," pp. 36~42, An attempt to locate
the properties in the Brooks patent has been made (Court Rec., GWBNM,
pp. 52-3). This and other data are reflected in the plan included
as illustration in this study.
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N . ..

Chapter III

The Col. John Washington Place

It was on December 3, 1664, that John Washington secured by pur-
chase and patent his 320-acre holding on Bridges Creek, on which
he would fix his home and where he would establish the family
graveyard on the early death of two of his children and his first
wife., This holding comprised the property and developments of
Richard Cole and David Anderson, and then Anderson and his -wife
Elizabeth alone, plus an adjoining 195 acres.

Even when Cole, after a short joint tenure with Anderson,
disposed of iiis interests there already was "“building . . .« upon
the said land" and Anderson's sale to Washington in 1664 included
"all edifices thereunto belonging." Very surely Anderson was in
residence here and utilizing all of the land, some of which had
been in dispute, as a court order of August 31, 1664, details:

The Court date Ordr that ye Report in writing of Capt John
Alexander Surveyor be entered upon period & that David
Anderson shall have & inpay ye hundred Acres of land

laid out by ye said Surveyor with the neighborhood &
solde unto him by Henry Brookes And ye Court doth further
Ordexr_that ye said Anderson shall have & inioy what

A he;7 hath Inoiyed & manured for five years before he
was forwarned & suite Comenced by ye said Henry Brookes.l

Perhaps with compensation, or some indemnity, in mind, the Ccurt
did direct that "a Jury of the neighbourhood," or "any twelve"
of the 15 who were enumerated,2 should be "Impannelled to finde

l. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 3, pp. 6-7 (Westmoreland Court
Orders, 1662-1664, p. 33).

2. These neighbors were:

Maj. John Lord John Brookes Abraham Feild

Thomas Butler Richard Hill John Frissell

wWilliam Freake Elias Webb wWilliam Cradouck

Andrew Monroe baniel Lisson John Browne

Richard Griffin Christopher Butler John Lancelott
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what waste ye €aid David Anderson hath Comitted on any ye land
since he ye said Anderson hath bene forwarned & claime made by
Commencem of suit by ye aforesaid Henry Brookes."

Likely Washington was already interested in this property
and was anticipating its acquisition, for_''"Major Washington
/ now a member of the Westmoreland Court_7'did not sitt or vote
in this order." Wwhatever the issue, or matter, he was willing,
as has been seen, to accept the Anderson acreage just a few
months later, as 125 acres. This was more than the original
grant of 100 acres from Brookes, but considerably less than the
200 that Cole assumed he sold a half interest in to Anderson,
and less than the 150 acres described in Anderson's reconfirmation
of 1662. Just a few months later, f{n March 1665, John Washington
added another nearby farm of 250 acres, together with its housing
and clear ground. This was toward the south, a part of the old:
Richard Hill patent. This gave him a functioning unit, possibly
contiguous, of some 650 acres, enough Perhaps for a single managed
farm and home seat. This and his "Round Hills" estate seem to
have received his personal attention and was not left to lessees,
or tenants.

It is assumed that John Washington, with his wife and grow-
ing family, moved here to Bridges Creek rather soon after the
purchase, leaving his home and 700-acre farm of some five years
in the Mattox Creek area, which he then rented. Surely he would
have been established here some time before he, in 1668, buried
his wife here and before he buried his two young children, a son
and a daughter.3 '

It is good to have specific statements Iin Washington's will
about his place of residence and the cemetery which evidently
he established. He gave "unto my son John Washington yt planta-
tion wheiron I now live wch I bought of David Anderson."” This is
quite precise and he associated it in his bequest to son John
with the "plantation next to Mr. foxall yt I bought & (which was
Ric Hills)."4 He also directed "my body to buried on ye planta-
tion wheiron I now live, by the side of my wife yt is already

3. Hoppin's conclusion is that John moved to Bridges Creek
before March 23, 1665. He also quotes the deed of Anderson and
wife, Elizabeth, to Washington from the Westmoreland Records,
Deeds and Wills, No. 1, p. 252. (Hoppin, "The Origins," in Tyler's
Quarterly, VIII, 228—27). ‘

4. The John Washington will is previously cited in Chapter I,
note 23. -




buried & two Children of mine." This is direct reference to his
first wife Anne Pope and two Of their young children, who seenm-
ingly died in infancy.

i If John Washington moved to Bridges Creek shortly after the

b purchase of the property there, he likely moved into a home already
there, that of David Anderson. The reference in his will to "ye
new parlour” may suggest some enlargement of the quarters which
he had. The context of the expression would indicate that such
enlargement came in Anne Pope's life time (before 1668) for he
willed to their daughter Ann, "wch was her mothers desire & my
promise, yt Cash in ye new parlour & the Diamond ring and her
mothers rings & the whilt quilt & the white Curtains & vallians.”
This latter is the lone reference to some of the niceties that
evidently were characteristic of his home. Had his inventory
listing survived, the record would be greater in this direction.

John's will, written in 1675, does suggest that his planta-
tion operation was a typical one, specializing in tobacco, other
"Cropps,'" livestock, and the like. These must have been of some
extent since he believed that "after my debts & dues are sattisfied

: out of my Cropps, which I doe not question but will be far more
Y than I do owe," the residue could go into his personal estate for
the specified four-way division between wife and three children.

A further glimpse of his operation comes on October 21, 1676,
when Daniel White was ordered to impress his estate and to stop
"Coll John Washington's overseers who;7 are carrying off corne
meate & Tobacco in a sloop or slooSs over to Maryland.'" Wwhite
was required:

° imeadiately to go to ye plantacon of ye sd Washington by
ye river side / Bridges Creek Farm_76 & cease & Impresse
all ye corne & p'visions, Tobacco, Stocke yt belong to ye
sd Washington either one / on_7 that plantacon or one ye
other plantacon Called ye Round Hills & to command ye

:é S. It has been assumed that his home was a simple one of
: framed construction; however, the records seem silent on this point.

(Moore, Birthplace, p. 6).

} 6. When Washington repatented the Anderson property on March 23,
4 1664, there was a similar riverside language -~ "abutting upon the

E Potomac River" and "adjoining lands of Daniel Lisson, Widdow Brookes

{ and Richard Hills." (Hoppin, "The Origina,” in Tyler's Quarter-

1y, VIII, 226-28.
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overseers of both plantacons In his Majts name not to suffer
any corne, cattle, horses, mares, serxrvants or any other
things to be conveyed by_any pson or psons till further
order from ye generall / Nathaniel Bacon 7 & to cease

L seize 7 ye Sloope or Slonps yt shall any wise attempt ye
takelng p'vision conveying or any pt or parssels of goods

yt either belong to the said washington or any other delin-
quents yt are fled. . ."7

To accomodate his overseers, servants, family and general
operations, John Washington would have needed somewhat ample
accomodations, spatial and otherwise. When White took over, it
seems he had no difficulty in quartering his seven, or, more assis-
tants, including their armory of '"14 gunns loaden." Evidently
the then Mrs. Washington (Frances Gerrard) and the overseers .
continued in residence at the time, though John was away, likely
in the interests of Governor Berkeley and established government
interests. Both the overseers and the plain-spoken Mrs. Washing-
ton seem to have had a role in overcoming the guards in due
course according to fragmentary reports of William Armiger and John
Deery, who featured in the seizure from the rebels.Y A further
insight into the nature and extent of Washington's plantation
operation comes in a court order relating to his estate. A
claimant, heir of his third wife, was awarded: 'tenn good breed-
ing Cows betweene ye adge of 2 & 6 years, twenty young breeding
yoes g a Ramm, also one yong breeding Mare not above four yeares
old.”

Perhaps a little can be gleaned about the kind of establish-
ment that John had, or at least some of his interests in a plan-
tation operation, from some ¢f the provisions of a lease he nego=-
tiated with Lewis Markham in January 1669. This had to do with

7. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, p. 46 (Westmoreland, Deeds, Wills,

Patents, &c, 1665-1677, p. 288).

8. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt.l, pp.53-54 (Westmoreland, Deeds,
Wills, Patents, &c, 1665-1677); Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I,
194-203; '"Col. John Washington: Further Details'" in William &nd
Mary Quarterly, 1st Series, 1T, 38-45. When Armiger was asked "how
many he take p'soners at Coll. Washington's home . . . he answered
seaven there and one att Mr. Jno Lewling's house."

9. Hoppin, quoting from Westmoreland Court Order Book, 1675~
1689, p. 90, in Washington Ancestry, I, 208.
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the nanagement of the property in Nominy for which his second
wife had responsibility. The lease was for three years '"the
houses & Lands upon Nominy Commonly Called Mr. Walter Broadhurst
Plantacon."” It embraced the dwelling house and carried "Libertile
¢ ¢ « to keepe ye Ordinary," though wWashington reserved to him-
self the "Courthouse, ye Prison, ye shopp & ye Cellar Loft for
for his own pp / persona1;7 use.

1. Markham was assurred of the "Libertie of Hunting, Hawk-
ing, fishing fowling, with other Immunities Customary here
with all Benefitts of Planting and Keepeing Hoggs & Cattle.”
2, As to keeping the ordinary, each was to have "Equal

Halfe of all such Profitts as shall thereby Arise. And that
both of them doe take ye opportunities and advantages for
Laying in Liquors or Pr'visions necessary and accomodable

for ye Ordinary."

3. Wwashington obligated himself to 'Lett . .. a man servant

& & maid servant” to Markham who likewise would have to find
"A Man & Maid to officiate in ye Ordinary."

4. "Lewis Markham oblidgeth himself by theis p'rts to Accomodate
yve said Ltt. Coll. & his wife when they please to Come free
of all Charges as to meate & Drinke & what ye house affordeth."
5. Markham agreed "to pr'vd what Cider Possibly may be out

of ye orchard . . . and to take care of ye fencing & Preser-
vation of ye said orchard."

6. At the end of the lease he was to leave the "housing
Tenentable, and what Cleare Ground he useth well fenced."

7. There was provision for replacement, too, should any of
the "houses upon ye Plantacon,” in the three-year interval, be
"fired, Blowne Downe or through ang other casualty fall Down
(wech God in his Providence forbis)."t : o Lo

Fortunately the John Washington house site was shown and noted
in somewhat precise though general terms on the previously dis-
cussed Robert Chamberlaine survey plat of 1683. The identity of the
cemetery area has remained known throuch the years. The complexity
of the plantation layout is not known, but may be possible of
determination. It may be possible, too, to learn something of his
house, particularly its size, ground plan, and type. Archeological
explorations in 1930 and 1934 seem already to have touched it,

10. Hoppin quotes the instrument from Westmoreland Deeds,
Wills, Patents, 1665-1677, p. 49 in Washington Ancestry, I, 180-82.

“George Washington Birthoiace Ny
-d

¢
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but more likely, by the present state of knowledge, one or more
of its dependencies.ll

It was here on Bridges Creek that John Washington developed
his (what must have been comfortable and sufficient) home, where
he spent the last decade of his life with his family about him.
Both his sons, Lawrence and John, and daughter, Ann grew up and
spent their formative years here; and all were still young
(the oldest, Lawrence, being about 18) at the time of their father's
death. Evidently they stayed on here until they became of age.

In due course, it became the home of John (Jr.), whose inheritance
it was, and he assumed the responsibility of its operation and the
enjoyment of its benefits.

This second John Washington lived quietly at Bridges Creek,
seemingly with less activity than characterized his father or his
brother Lawrence. He married Ann Wickliffe and they had three
children, another John, a Nathaniel and a Henry. He did become
an established member of the community, working with friends,
neighbors, and associates in business and community affairs.
John, like his brother, was active as an attorney in the manage-
ment of estates, accounts, and such legal matters. He served 1n
the lesser capacities of appraiser and advisor and also in more
important ways. He became a member of the Washington Parish
Vestry and a captain in the local Westmoreland militia. There
is little evidence that he added appreciably to his property
holdings. He did dispose of two tracts - one for some 120 acres
in Richmond County (netting him 6,000 "Pounds of good Tobacco in
Caske") and one for 280 acres, “in the forest of Nominy" in lower
Westmorela~d (10,000 pounds). At the time of his death it was

11. David Rodnick, "Orientation Report on the George Washing-
ton Birthplace National Monument, Westmoreland County, Virginia"
(a typewritten report dated on October 17, 1941), pp. 64-67.
This describes the finding of a 14 x 20 foot outbuilding foundation
and floor in 1930 and partial remains of another structure. Further
work here in 1934 involved screening. It yielded interesting
associated objects - a coin dated 1679, a bottle seal bearing
John Washington's inscription, and two others with the initials
"JW.," "a copper tavern token" and additional pleCES of ""broken
sllpware, glass, nails, iron ware, etc,"
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necessary to separate hisg from two other estates he was adminis-
tering.12 1t is worthy of note, perhaps, that in February 1698,
after his death, the court: '"Ordered that Madm Ann Washington
Relict of Capt. John Washington deceased bee allowed and receive
out of the estate of her sd deceasd husband a parahanalia

Suitable to the Quality and Estate of her sd decd husband.'"13

Like his brother, Lawrence, John was relatively short lived,
his will being dated January 23, 1698. Like his father, he too
wanted his remains to rest at the place where he had lived - at
Bridges Creek. He specified that it was his will '"to be buried in
Christian like manner in the Burying Place on the Plahtation
where i now live, by my Father, Mother and Brothers." The home
place, "the plantation I now live on," after the passing of his
wife, would go to his son John, the third of that name.l4 His
wife, Ann wickliffe, died in 1709, John, to whom the Bridges
Creek place passed, disposed of it, as will be seen later, to
Augustine Washington, he to Augustine, Jr., and he to William
Augustine. Little more is said abocut the home and its ultimate
disposition, By tradition, or legend, it was later used for
tenants, or servants, and disappeared before 1810,13

The burial ground near the house site by all indications
continued in use past the mid-point of the eighteenth century.
It is said to have been used by six generations of the Washington
family. Then it fell into disuse and, for a time, serious neglect,

12. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 67, 71-72 (Westmoreland
Deeds, Wills, Patents, No. 2, pp. 65, 210), and pt. ¢, pp. 42,
57, 70-71, 380 (Court Orders, 1676-1689, pp. 57, 380 and 1690~
1698, pp. 5-6, 8); Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 219. There
seemingly were insufficient funds in some of Captain John's
accounts as his widow was unable to settle some of the demands.
The court granted a judgement to some creditors and fixed an
amount '"beyond which shee had no assetts'" Several of these involved
accounts in Plymouth, England. (Court Record, GWBNM, pt. 6,
Pp. 129, 132 (Westmoreland Court Orders, 1698-1705, pp. 26-27).

13. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 6, p. 125 (Westmoreland Court
Orders, 1690-1698, p. 256).

14. Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, chart between pp. 54-55,
and pp. 220-21. This includes the will of Capt. John Washington.

15. 1bid, pp. 220-21; Moore, Birthplace, pp. 6, 16-17.
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until preservation forces generated proper concern for its renova-
tion, care and perpetuation. It is the resting place of the
remains of George Washington's father, grandfather and great-
grandfather and many of their kin.l16 It was George Washington's
understanding that a vault had been built to accomodate his great-
grandfather - "it appears that he was intered in a Vault which
had been erected at Bridges Creek.'" Then he goes on to refer to
it as the "family Vault" and the "Vault of his Ancestors.'17

16. Known burials, by record note, would include Anne Pope,
John Washington and their children (Capt. Lawrence, Captain
John, Ann and another son and a daughter); Lawrence's children
(Augustine and, also, John and Mildred Warner, both of whom died
early, one at five months, the other at 10 years); and Jane Butler,
Augustine's first wife. The latter three are documented from
reported tombstone inscriptions. Then George Washington himself
adds, by recollection, the name of Augustine, his half brother,
who, presumably with his "many children . . . who died in their
non-age and single," were "intered in the family Vault."
(J.A. Wineberger, Home of Washington at Mount Vernon and Its
Associations (Washington, c. 1866), p. 53; Charles A. Hoppin,
"The House in Which George Washington Was Born' in Tyler's Maga-

zine, VIII (October, 1926), p. 100; Northington, "Report," p. 39).

17. John C. Fitzpatrick, The Writings of George Washington,
XXXII (Washington, 1939), pp. 26-31.
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CHAPTER IV

Augustine Washington Completes His Home
on Popes Creek

. In 1715 Augustine Washington - Gus as he reportedly was called

1 by his friends - became of age and shortly (the traditional date is
April 30, 1715)) married Jane Butler, She was the daughter of Caleb
Butler, a lawyer and planter of Westmoreland., Though her father died
when she was 10, he made provisions for her in his will which, also,
stipulated that her nesme be changed from Jenny to Jene.2

With Jane's lands and other property to supplement his own,
Augustine began his married life as the proprietor of more than 1740
acres.3 From the recollections of one who is said to have aseen him,

& "Mr, Withers of Stafford & very aged gentleman," when interviewed by
Augustine's grandson, Capt. Robert Lewis, he was & tall, very strong
and well-proportioned man:

He described him as six feet in height, of noble
appearance, and most manly proportions, with the
extraordinary development of muscular power for
which his son was afterwsrd so remarkaeble. When
agent for the Principio Iron Works...[he] had been
known to raise up and place in a wagon & mass of

: iron thet two ordinary men could barely raise from

4 the ground. Yet, with all of his vast physical

2 prowess, "his life was gentle,” and he was remark-
able for the mildness, courtesy, and amiability of
his manners. He never could be provoked to enter

, the arena of the many filerce combats that occurred

: in those ancient days...His vast powers were too

t well kﬁcwn...[and] No one...ventured to assault...

1 (him]. :

l. Tyler's Quarterly, VITI, 87.

2. Westmoreland Deeds and Wills, Ko, L4, p. 122, as cited in
Freeman, Washington, I, 3&.

3. Freeman, Washington, I, 33-34,

fié; L, This is as reported by George W.P. Custis in a letter of April 2k,
| 1851, in New England Historical and Genealogical Register, XL, 4-5,
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Augustine soon became, like his father and grandfather before him,
active politically, administratively and civiceally in his native county
of Westmoreland, holding office even at the age of 22.” He began to
trade in land and to be involved in contention over bequests and wills.
Though not as venturesome as the richer, more broadly based, planters,
he had the speculative spirit and may egen have stretched a little
beyond his resources from time to time.

It seems that Augustine first established himself with his new
family on his inheritance Jjust west of Bridges Creek. Here his father,
by will, had provided him with the "land that was Mr. Richard Hills"
and the adjoining LOO acres of the old (1658) Daniel Lisson tract.

This is the Lisson tract that Lawrence had bought from Daniel's heirs
in September 1695 for 100 pounds "w%th all houses, etc."” including the
homestead of Daniel Lisson himself.

The location of Augustine's then residence seems clear for when,
on November 20, 1716, he sold 30 acres bounding north and west on
3 Bridges Creek, he described it as adjoining thg property ''now in the
9 tenour and occupation of the said Washington."® 1In any case it appears
that he did not long reside here, but soon moved up to the Pope's Creek
3 acreage which he bought in 1718 from Joseph Abbington, & 150-acre tract
a and another parcel (perhaps the one of L8 acres).

It seems abundantly clear from the conveyances that the Abbington
tracts contained housing - perhaps rather adequate housing. The pur-
chase price for the larger tract was a substantial E170 sterling and
for the other a larger E110., Abbington soon was in position to vacate
the premises and did, signing a power of attorney in favor of John
Cooper, & "chwrurgeon" of Washington Parish, to assist him in the legal
; conveyances. This was dated February 8, 1718, and it recited that he

. 5. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, p. 148, (Westmoreland Orders, 1705-21,
p. 288).

6. Freeman, Washington, I, 34-35,

i 7. A deed (Westmoreland Deeds and Wills, No. 2,

; given in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, L, 230, and Lawrence Washington's
will, also, in full in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 239-240, from
Westmoreland Deeds and Wills, No., 2, p. 133.

8. Court Rec., GWENM, pt. 1, p. 83 (Westmoreland Deeds and Wills,
1 No. 6, p. 34). This would conflict with those who hold that Augustine
£ lived with his father-in-law from the time of his marriage until he
built his new home. (Northington, "Report," pp. 1755).
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"was obliged to go out of the Colony." Evidently he moved to Maryland, |
In February 1718, at the time of the first purchase, the deeds state
that he was of Washington Parish in Westmoreland, but in those of the ‘

second, the September following, he was said to be "of the Provine
or Maryland of the parish of Gunpowder in the County of Baltimore.' ‘

This property had been a part of the original Henry Brooks thousand-
acre tract that he had taken up and occupied in the 1650s. In February
1657, Brooks, as we have seen, had given a hundred acres to his daughter
Lydia and her husband, Lawrence Abbington. This was "land lying & being
upon Pope's Creek" and seemingly where the Abbingtons, including their

. namesake children, Lawrence and Lydia, established residence. In 1662
Brooks had given Lawrence another L4B-acre tract separate from his larger
holding and, by will, bequeathed yet another 50 acres to his grand-
daughter Lydia. The latter 50 acres, by virtue of no direct heirs from
her, passed from Lydia to Laewrence. This adjoined the 100-acre holding
on which her father "was seated" by virtue of his earlier "deed of guift."
The Abbingtons contimued to occupy this property for almost 60 years as
the release deed between Joseph Abbington and Augustine Washington re-
cltes:

esssothis land being in the possession of Lawrence
Abbington & Lydia his wife who was one of the
daughters & coheirs of Henry Brooks decd and from
them descended & came to Lawrence Abbington their
son and from him the sd land descended unto & came
to Brookes Abbington who left only one son lately
decd by means whereof the aforesaid Joseph Abbing-
ton has now become heir at law to the aforesd
lands.

In the deed of lease of February 18, the property was described
as:
eess.811 that one hundred & fifty acres of land
situate in the said County of Westmoreland aforesd

and bounded viz. Beginning at a marked hiccory

on the head of the dancing marsh and so running

down the sald line to Popes Creek thence up the

* sald Creek to the line of Nathaniel Washingtons
| and then up that line to include the aforesd One

9. Deed of February 19, 1718, in Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp.
87-89 (Westmoreland, Deeds and Wills, No. 6, p. 2L0).




hundred & fifty acres of land which was given to
Lawrence Abbington & his deughter Lydia.....lo

This gave Augustine a beautiful location with a wide, half mile front-
age on the Creek and a sweeping view to the Potomac over the creek and
its marshes. This later he insured in 1734 when he purchased "All those
several parcels of lLand Islands and marsh in and at the mouth of Pope's
Creek,” some 25 acres, from his brother John of Glocester County.ll

This then was the property that Augustine would develop as the family
estate that George Washington in 1792 would describe as '"the ancient
mansion seat."12

Already it was, perheps, extensively cleared and developed, having
seen & half-dozen decades of occupancy and use. The deed of conveyance
of February 19, 1718, released and confirmed the 150 acres to "Augustine
Washington (in his Actual Possession now being. with "all houses
edificies buildings Tobacco houses, fences, Orchards, gardens woods
underwoods pastures feeding ways waters," etc. Other deed references
speak of all "the said Pattent & all houses structures orchards gardens
and premises" snd again "premises with the appurtenances.” Though this
could be largely legal phraseology, it seems, on the other hand, to sug-
gest considerable in the way of a going farm. Such is certainly suggested
by the substantial purchase price, since the acreage was relatively small 13

10. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 86-87, (Westmoreland, Deeds and
Wills, No. 6, p. 238). The location of this tract is proved by its
boundaries and also by other deeds and reference., Such, for example,
as the deed of gift from Henry Brooks on June 17, 1660, to Nicholas
Saxton for 48 acres, on Pope's Creek separated~from the land of ILawrence
Abbington by a swamp (Dancing Marsh). (Court Record, GWBNM, pt. 6, p. 2
(Westmoreland, Deeds and Wills, No. 1, p. 267).

11. Court Rec., GWBNM

pt. 1, pp. 136-37 (Westmoreland, Deeds and
Wills, No. 8, pt. 2, p. 2h25.

12, Washington, Writings, XXXII, 29.

13. In 1724 Augustine Washington bought 200 "acres of land with
appurtenances' in Westmoreland County for 70 pounds sterling from one
John Sturman. This included "the plantacon whereon the said John Sturman
now lives as also the plantacon where formerly the above sd John Sturman
the father did dwell." In 1725 he bought 215 acres adjacent to his Popes
Creek Plantation for 200 pounds "lawful money of Great Britain." This,
too, included "lands houses & premises" with the houses evidently being
in habitable condition. In 1728 he bought an adjoining 130 acres "with
~appurtenances" for 65 pounds "current Money of Virginia." Again, in
1732, he added another U3 acres near his mill for another 12 pounds
sterling. (Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 101-31 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, pp. 78, 175, 309, 517). -

56




The detailed and involved language of the lease and release deeds
strongly indicate desire of immediacy in take over by Washington, es-
pecially in the case of the 150-acre purchase. In the deed of lease,
for example, it insured the legal transferring of uses "into possession
of the said Augustine Washington," who "may be in Actual possession of
the said one hundred & Fifty acres of land & premises with the appur-
tenances." The deed of release, however, dated the following day,
speaks of releasing and confirming "unto the said Washington in his
Actual Possession now being" and also "now in possession tenour or
occupacon of the said Augustine Washington."

There is certainly a strong possibility that Augustine bought him-
self a usable home along with the excellent location. The fact that
he did not begin to build until another five years had passed would
further fortify this assumption. The first clear positive reference
to his actually being in residence here, however, does not come until 1726. This
was in a deed of uses in which it was stated that "Augustine Washington
is seized in fee gimple one parcell and tract of land being the land
where he now lives which land he...purchased of one Joseph Abbington
But so much of historical fact seems not to get recorded. Were it not
for some legal involvements due to the death of his contractor before
the house was completed, there might be no record at all that one was
built. Even so, no description of it has survived.

In any case it would seem that in 1722 Augustine, after five years,
was ready to concern himself with improved living quarters, a building
that would be some three years in the doing. If we assume that he moved
into the Abbington house there, he would have been handy for generally
overseeing the work. In any case he did secure a local contractor, or
undertaker, one David Jones, to construct what he termed "my house.”

The implication is that Jones came to live on the place with him, or
nearby, on a rental basis. Though Jones was not a noted builder,l

1k, Court Rec., GWBMN, pt. 1, pp. 110-2, (Westmoreland Deeds and
Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, p. 2263. The tradition of the use of the Abbington
home is recorded by Charles A. Hoppin: "Soon after the purchase Augustine
Washington, Sr., built close beside the old [Abbington] cottage the brick-
house in which his son George was born, and used the remains of the small
?ottage as a cook-house or kitﬁhen." He viewed the Abbington house as
l;thgt): primitive structure.” ("Seven Old Houses" im Tylers euarterly, XI,

15. His personal property inventory dated February, 1725, lists a
varied assortment of carpenter and joyner tools, but not in a number,
or quality, to suggest & ranking undertaker of the period. (West-
morel§nd Inventories, 1723-1746, No. 1, p. 20, from Northington, "Report,"
p. 20).

57




the fact that he also provided Augustine with two bedsteads, a cradle,
and two mantle pieces, and also made "a small Poplar Table" may suggest
some degree of skill on his part. It is clear, too, that at the same
time he had Augustine's house under construction, Jones was also bullding
Round Hill Church, several miles away, with which Washington had account
3 responsibilities, Washington made advances in both accounts and both
. featured in the finel settlement. Three years were involved.

In due course, because of sickness or over-commitment, Jones fell
behind in his work on the dwelling and died in 1725. To complete
the work, Augustine had to make other arrangements. When he compiled
the advances which he had made to Jones for the house, for the church,
and for other purposes and balanced them against the credits of the
contractor, he found that the Jones estate was in his debt some 2,761
pounds of tobacco and 18 pounds sterling in cash.. To recover this he
entered suit in March 1726, when his house was still unfinished.

The court allowed the account and it was duly entered on April 8,
1726, payable at the rate of "16 shillings 8 pence p Cent."l6 Some of
the figures in the account are of interest as they deal with building
costs and the relationship of contractor and builder., Comparatively
speaking the cost of the Round Hill Church was 6,000 pounds of tobacco
plus 40 pounds sterling and Augustine's house, "when finished," 5,000
pounds of tobacco and 1 pound sterling respectively.

Evidently Jones had completed the church and was well along on

the house, since Washington took a credit of only 500 pounds of tobacco

"to the not finishing my house." Charges to Jones were in the form of-

"money & goods,” "in Tobacco," for "fees" and "to his sickness & burial."
. The latter indicated a close relationship between Washington and his

builder. Judging by notes of payments, there had been good progress

on both projects in the 1722-1723 period; however, in the 172k4-1725

interval, there was decidedly less. Possibly Jones was ailing some time

before his death.l7

16. Westmoreland Inventories, 1723-46 No. 1, p. 24 (as given in
full in Freeman), and Westmoreland Orders, 1721-31, pp. 102, 113 as
cited in Freeman, Washington, I, 535-36; Northington, "Report," pp. 19-21.

17. It has been suggested, but not with particularly strong logic,
that this claim against the Jones estate may not have indicated "whether
the 15,000 {actvally pounds of tobacco] was the total cost of the house
or whether it was a form of final payment, due upon completion of the
structure,” or termination of a contract. (B. Bruce Powell, "Archeology of

the Popes Creek Area: George Washington Birthplace National Monument, -
Virginia," typed report dated May 15, 1968, Washington, D.C., p. k.

58




In none of this is there any description of the kind of home
that Augustine wanted, or got. The contract price was in no way
indicative of a palatial establishment, but this was only part of the
picture. It may have involved but an addition, or a new section, to
the house in which he was already living. At this point speculation
takes over as facts are hard to come by.

The price would have been largely, if not altogether, wages for
Jones' services., It would not have included servant, or slave labor,
nor would it have included any stockpiling of material, brick or timber,
It could have been too that Augustine'’s labor force included brick-
layers as he had at least one a decade later.l In short the cost of
the "house,"” whatever its extent, could have been considerably in ex-
cess of the contract for Jones' services.

Charles Arthur Hoppin, an intensive student of the Washington
family and its affairs, assumes from the reports of later observers
at the house site, archeological evidence, and family tradition that
the house was brick, and brickmade on the place from clay of the estate.
He assumes that the foundations were all lald previous to the appear-
ance of Jones to do the wood construction. In such a way, too, timber
would have already been fashioned from nearby Washington woods, having
been cut, hauled, and sawed by the slaves. Admitting the possibility
of labor and materials from this direction,l9 Freeman tends to the
view that Augustine's contract with Jones suggests a lesser structure
than one for which Hoppin is willing to settle. He doubts that
Augustine's labor force would have included a brick maker of talent,
or even slaves qualified to saw house timbers, though he does not rule
it out. He advances no reference, but speaks of "The tradition of the
early burning of the birthplace of Washington" end offers the possi-
bility of ite being "well-fourded."” He readily admits of "the stout
foundations' that were later reported "at Wakefield'" and speculates
that Augustine, Jr., was "a man abundantly able, Judging from his
household effects, to have built a handsome new house on Pope's Creek
or to have done as his brother Lawrence did at Mount Vernon, in the
enlargement of an existing residence.'" But no known fact, or tradition,

18. The Virginia Gazette for June 9, 1738, carries an advertise-
ment that reads in part: "Ran away from Capt. McCarty's Plantation, on
Popes Creek, in Westmoreland County, a Servant Man belonging to me
‘ [Augustine Washington], the Subscriber, in Prince William County; his
Christian name is John, but Sirname forgot, is pretty tall, a Brick-
layer by Trade, and is a Kentishman; he came into Potowmack, in the
Forward, Capt. Major, last year...whoever will secure the said Brick-
layer, so that he may be had again, shall have Five Pounds Reward, be-
sides what the Law &llows, paid by Augustine Washington.” (p. U4, c.2.)

19. Freeman, Washiggton,‘l’ 536 (Appendix 6, note 1).
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supports this,20

There is nothing to indicate that Augustine did other building
in connection with his residence overlooking Pope's Creek, though
certainly he could have., Likely, it would have to have been before
1735. In that year he moved on to the development of Mount Vernon. :
In 1739 he moved again, this time to the place he bought near Fredericks-
burg, on which he died in April 1743. His Pope's Creek estate he left
to the oldest son, Augustine, Jr., and he in turn left it to his son,
William Augustine. Nothing indicates that either bullt, added to, or
made any changes in the house, but surely such remeins a possibility,
though rather remote due to absence of record or tradition. If such
is the case, as seems indicated, then the comfortable house that would
have been needed to accommodate the generous finishings and appointments
given in Augustine, Jr.'s inventory of 1762 was the house in which
Augustine and his wife, Mary Ball, were living when George Washington
was born.

20. Freeman, Washington, I, p. 36 (Appendix 6, note 116).

) 21%8)Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 159-169 (Westmoreland Inventories,
_’ pl .
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Chapter V

The Popes Creek Plantation Grows

Augustine Washington was to enjoy his place on Popes Creek
longer than he did any other. This was home for him for almost
17 years, though in this period he would enjoy his "new house"
something less than a decade. It was thus the first farm, or
plantation, that he would develop, or use, extensively, though
he would go on to two others. This was the one he would leave
to his second son and namesake, Augustine, Jr. It was the one,
too, where his son George would be born and spend a good deal
of time in his formative years.

Unfortunately no sketch, drawing, plat, or description of
his work and development has come to light. Perhaps they do not
exist. All indications are, however, that the Popes Creek Plan-
tation was the typical farm, or plantation (the terms seem almost
synonymous), of the period. It came to be larger in acreage
than many in the general area, but decidely less than the great
ones - a difference between hundreds and thousands of acres. The
typical qualities of his farm operation come through in deeds,
transactions, inventories, traditions, successions, and heritage.
The clearest picture, the one that is easiest to define, emerges
in the physical extent of the Popes Creek Plantation.

Actually Augustine forged three farms together, adding others
in the process, to end with generally contiguous boundaries., It
seems thounh that, perhaps, some parts of the whole retained '
separate irientity - certainly the Bridges Creek "Quarter" dig.

It took him until 1742 to do the job, though, with the exception
of one "in the family" tract adjustment, it was achieved in 1734.

Augustine had inherited well from his father Lawrence. 1In
real estate the farm west of Bridges Creek was specifically in-
cluded and described as . . . "all the dividend of land that I
bought of Mr Robert Lisson's children in England lying in Mattox,
between by Rrother Zrhohn;7 & Mr Baldridge's land, where Mr David
Lisson formerly lived, by Estimation 400 . . . as likewise that
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land that was Mr. Richard Hill's . , .,."l This was a mile to
the west of Popes Creek and would only later physically tie to
the home site which he bought on 1718.

He frist lived here on Bridges Creek for a short time. After
he moved, it became known as the Quarter, with a certain identity
of its own. In his will, for example, he specified that "I desire
my wife may have the Liberty of working my land at Bridge Creek :
Quarter for the term of Five Years," until she could '"fix a Quar-
ter" elsewhere.?

For some reason Augustine disposed of 30 acres of his Bridges
Creek inheritance as early as November 1716 by sale to Mark
Cullom, Sr., a neighbor of the area. This was "thirty acres of
Land & marsh"” with reference, too, to "land & tenements." The
price was 4,000 pounds of ''good Tobacco," and it was bounded on
the old line of the '"Henry Brookes Lande" by Bridges Creek and
by '"a swamp or branch'" of the creek. But this was not to be a
lasting disposition. 1In 1728 Augustine repurchased this 30 acre
"parcell of land with the appurtenances" plus an additional "piece
or parcell of land with the appurtenances containing by estima-
tion one hundred acres" from Mark Cullom, Jr., "planter,'" who
had inherited them. The 100 acres was a part of the old Brooks
Patent and lay bhetween Augustine's Popes Creek and Bridges Creek
holdings.3

Three years prior to the Cullom purchase in February 1726,
he had added another 215 acres of the RBrooks patent area along
the Potomac northwest of Digwood Swamp and bounding inland on

1., His father also willed him another tract, some 700
Westmoreland acres '"where Mr., Lewis Markham now lives after the
said Markhams and his wife decease.”" Lawrence's will is given
in full in Hoppin, Washington Ancestry, I, 239-40, as well as in
Worthington C. Ford (ed.), The Writings of George Washington,
XIV (New York, 1893), 402-05 [in "The Washington Family Appendix").

2. Augustine's will, signed "Augus. Washington" and dated
April 11, 1743 (proved May 6, 1743), is reproduced in Ford,
Writings of George Washington, 14, XIV, 410-l41A,

3. Co?rt Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 83, 113-115 (Westmoreland
Deeds and Wills, No. 6, p. 35, and No. 8, pt. 1, p. 339).
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the Cullom hundred acres. This was the "messuage plantation and
land where Mistress Jane Pope now lives." Jane was the grand-
daughter of Henry Brooks, the daughter of Original and Jane Brown,
who had married Nathaniel Pope. This farm Augustine listed as

a separate parcel later in 1726.4

It was in June 1734 that Augustine for the sum of 10 pounds
bought "all those severall parcels of Lands Islands and marsh in
and at the mouth nf Popes Creek . . . by e¢stimation twenty five
acres" from his cousin John of Gloucester County. These consti-
tuted another contiguous holding and were a protection to his
outlet to the Potomac River.® This, except for the later ex=-
change of land with his cousin, John, in 1742 was Augustine's
last transaction to yield a2n integral addition to the Popes Creek
estate. But there were other separated, scattered holdings in
the nearby Westmoreland area to which he added others.

In 1726 he listed two that he had then. One was a '"planta-
tion or tract in Appomattox neck" of 200 acres "now in the tenure
and occupation of John Price.!” The other embraced 270 acres and
was "now in the tenure and occupation of Samuel Johnson and John
Brinkes," This was "Commonly called the Ridge." There was, also,
his purchase for 30 pounds in 1729 of John Finch's claim to an
interest on 450 acres "scituate upon Mattox Creek."® 1In 1728 he
bought from John Pope, '"Planter,'" for 60 pounds current Virginia
money ''two acres of land with the appurtenances together with the
mill thereon erected & built scituate / several miles upstrean_/
+ « « at the head of . . . Popes Creek.!" Four years later, a few
days after the birth of George, he added another 43 acres, with
one of the bounds '"the road commonly called Lord's rolling road,"
about this mill site. Thus he became a mill proprietor, too.7

4. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 107-112 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, pp. 175, 226).

5. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 136~37 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 2, p. 242).

6. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 110-117 (Westmoreland Deeds
and wills, No. 8, pt. 1, pp. 226, 356-57).

7. Court Rec., GWEBNM, pt. 1, pp. 119-123, 130-1 (Westmoreland
Deeds and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, pp. 307, 312). The mill would remain
in the Washington family until after the Civil wWar. (Eaton,
Westmoreland Atlas, p. 49).
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In 1728 Augustine exchanged 200-acre tracts with Planter
James Hore. This had been a part of his grandfather's 700 acres
"dowry" and had been lately in the '"tenure or possession of
Maurice Hunley and George Williams." This was on the south
side of Mattox Creek, while the Hore acreage of like amount
was on the north side of the Creek, and was land formerly owned
by Augustine's father~in-law, Caleb Butler. Besides the 200
acres Augustine also received 60 pounds of Virginia money.
Augustine was to hold the 305 acres bought from William Bridges
in the summer of 1734 for just a little over two years. He
sold it for the same amount for which he had bought it, 11,000
pounds of tobecco. This was in October 1736 to Robert Vaulx who
was already in "actual possession' of it.

Augustine Washington's concluding land transaction in West-
moreland came in 1742, ten years after George's birth and a year
before his own death, and was in the form of a family settlement
of differences., Perhaps the language of one of the instrument
covers the situation succinctly:

Whereas the said Augustine Washington is seised in
Desmesne as of fee in & in divers Lands, Tenements and
Hereditaments Situate lying and being in Mattox Neck

. « « being part of Brooke's and Lisson's Patents and _
Whereas the said John Washington L_Augustine's cousin_/
is likewise Seized in his Desmesne as of Fee tail and in
divers other Lands Tenements and Hereditaments Situate
lying and being in Mattox Neck aforesaid contiguous and
adjoining to the before mentioned Lands of Augustine
Washinzton as well touching & concerning the Titles as
the bounds of their said several and Respective Lands:
For settling and composing whereof as well as to prevent
all such happenings in the time to come the said Parties
mutually Entered into and Executed Bonds Each to the other
in the penal Sum of one thousand pounds Sterling to stand
to and abide the arbitrament award . . .9

8. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 123-28, 138-41, 142-45
(Westmdbreland Deeds and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, p. 324 and pt. 2,
PP. 224, 445).

9. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt.ll, p. 148 (Westmoreland Deeds and
Wills, No. 9, p. 281).
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This set the stage for the appointment of arbitrators, field
study, a careful survey, and the establishment of '"natural
metes and bounds.”" All of this was done, the survey being
made by Joseph Berry of King George County in August 1742.10
Then the decisions were reduced to writing and the binding
deeds and documents duly recorded on Agril 12, 1743, "at the
joint prayer of the said Washingtons.'1l

The net result was a clearly differentiated line from Popes
Creek to Bridges Creek's northwest branch. It allowed Augustine
69 acres in a long angle along the line from Popes to Bridges
Creek northwest of Dancing Marsh. In the confused angle area
of the fork of the northwest and southeast branches of Bridges
Creek, it allowed John 197% acres.l3

Partial compensation for Augustine came in the perhaps
arbitrarily defined 100 acres purchased by Col. John Washington,
the emigrant, in 1664, this being "“contiguous to Augustine
Washington's Lands." This made the Col. John Washington home
and family seat and the already well-used famlly burial ground,
which he established. an intearal part of the Popes Creek Plan-
tation for the first time. It further enlarged the land area
of the plantation that now stretched from Popes, to and across
Bridges Creek. It embraced a large part of the old Brooks Patent,

10. Northington, "Report," Appendix 1, reproduces the survey
from Westmoreland Deeds and Wills, No. 9, p. 279, The survey has
been published in very readible form in Charles O. Paullin, "The
Birthplace of George Washington,” in the Carnegie Institution of
Washington News Service Bulletin (School Edition), III, No. 10
(December 31, 1933), p. 74.

11, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, 146-154 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 9, pp. 279ff),.

12. This new line ran west northwest 320 poles from Popes
Creek, then west by north, across the southeast branch of Bridges
Creek 240 poles to the northwest branch. The first 60 poles of
the line from a point on the '"side of Popes Creek' to Dancing
Marsh represented an unchanged and undisputed line from the earliest
days and was the southwest bound of the old Abbington 10Q-acre
tract. Actually the compromise line was a resolution of the con-
flict of the old Brooks, Hill and Lisson lines.

13. The arbitrators almost made it an even exchange of
lands. It resolved to a deficiency of onl:r 16 acres for Augustine
and for this John paid him 11 pounds, 16 shillings current money.
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excepting some 350 acres that lay between Digwood Swamp, Popes
Creek and Dancing Marsh., In this area the Washingtons continued
to have their neighbors anu here Augustine's now contiguous plan-
tation acres reached their thinnest point.l4

In his leases and other property arrangements, particularly
for outlying holdings, a little can be gleaned alout Augustine's
business interests and concerns, which relate to his farming
4 operations, and land management, and methods. When he leased

i "one messuage ienemt and tract'' of 250 acres on Mattox Creek

’i in 1730 he reserved an acre, ''the most convenient place

/ at which_?. + » to build a mill," if he wished. There was

: concern for timber conservation and for development. Richard
M Fry, the shipwright lessee, was to "make no use of timber grow-
ing on the plantation onely such as 1Is necessary -for the build-
; ing and improvements on the sd plantation without'" first having
| been granted permission. It was agreed that Fry would get

“one yeares rent and five thousand nailes and all the boards that
are now gott on the sd land in Consideration that the sd Richard Fry
doth build on his owne cost and charges.!" Augustine, also, in
1731, gave him "further liberty to build yearly one twelve hogs-
head and one nine hosghead flatt out of the timber growing on the
within mentioned lands . . .."15 The rent for the 250 acres
was 6 pounds, 10 shillings annually.

!

14. The Rerry Survey is probably a careful treatment of the
lines and boundaries it was intended to show; however, its general
features are hastily sketched. The outline of '"Mattox Neck" is
largely usuable and the description of it ("Brookes's Patent now
Augustine Washinoton's Land") includes the 350 acres which he did
not own. The survey notes in a supplemental way that Augustine's
land above that in the Bridges Creek fork was "where Ben Weeks
lives" while on the John Washington acres adjacent to Popes Creek
was "where John Muse lives.” There is mention that the first
survey stake inland from Popes Creek was in Muse's cornfield.

15. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 128-25 (Westmoreland Deeds ;
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, p. 465). |

66




A little later, in June 1732, Augustine leased 100 acres to
Joseph and Margaret Lee, being '"that plantation and tract of
land whereon he / Lee 7 now dwelleth" with '""the house he now lives
in." The rent was 4 pounds per annum and there again were timber
use restrictions. Such use was restricted to the "building of
any edifices upon the plantation or tract of land," or for uses
"properly belnnging to the working of the said plantation and
tract."16

On March 25, 1735, just prior to his move from Westmoreland
to his Hunting Creek lands in Prince William County (as a matter
oi fact the recording of it on April 2, 1735, was by proxy),
Augustine entered another life-tenure lease., This involved 100
acres in Cople Parish of Westmoreland and an annual rent of 630
pounds of tobacco. This property then was in the "tenure and
occupation of Christopher Marmaduke," and adjoined another
Auagustine Washington property, then in the possession of Simon
Lynn. #Evidently Auqustine was arranging a change of tenants, or
leases, effective from December 25 "next ensueing." It was to
be, with rents being paid as scheduled, '"for and during" the
"natural lives . . . of the longest jiver' of the lessees, James
whitfield and Margaret, his wife., They too, were restricted
in timber use except '"as shall be Necessary for building fences
and Tobacco hogshead for the crops made thereon.”" They were
cautioned against "anv wast or destruction of the timber" and
they agreed to "Keep the said plantation and the fencing and
building in good and sufficient tentable repair."1l7

In A sense Augustine was continuing his father's eye for
timber, or the lack of it. When Lawrence was negotiating for the
400-acre Lisson tract in 1695, he wrote that "a hundred pound
is a great ..eale of money to lay outt on peace of Land withoutt
timber, and houses tumbling downe.'18 Perhaps the adjacent timber
cover looked good to him, as a southwest and southeast boundary
was on '"the main woods,'" though admittedly this phraseology may
have been but the repetition of an early description as sometimes
happened in subsequent property deeds.l9

16, Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 153-54 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 1, p. 534).

17. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 141-42 (Westmoreland Deeds
and Wills, No. 8, pt. 2, p. 288).

18. Hoppin quotes from a Lawrence Washington letter in
Iyler's Quarterly, VIII, 231-2.

19, This is from a Hoppin reference to Westmoreland Deeds
and wWills, No. 2, p. 53.
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Chapter VI

The Popes Creek Plantation

The Popes Creek famlily seat was the inheritance and operation
that Augustine would pass on to his second son and namesake, Augustine,
Jr. ~-- a larger estate, better stocked and equipped and more fully
developed because of his care, attention, and effort. Though he did
not come into its ownership until his father's death in 17L3, Augustine,
Jr., might well have been in management, or direction of it, with full
knowledge of its succession, before this date. It is of legal record
that as early as 1726 Augustine had by indenture arranged, in the event
of his and his wife's death, that the home tract - specifically "one
parcell and tract of land being the land where he now lives which land"
he had bought of Josegh Abbington -~ should go to "the use of Augustine
Washington junr son.”

Augustine, Sr., left Westmoreland for Prince William County and
Hunting Creek (Mount Vernon) in 1735. Someone was named, or left, to
carry on at Popes Creek, yet the record seems silent on this point.

In that year Augustine, Jr., could not have been past seventeen. It
is unclear as to whether or not he was in school at this time. He was
later. It is true that seventeen was the age at which his own son
William Augustine would in turn, in 1774, assume ownership and respon-
sibility for this very same estate.

Be that as it may, in 1743 Augustine, Sr., bequeathed to Augustine,
Jr., "811 my Lands in the Coun%y of Westmoreland except such only as
are hereinaf *er otherwise disposed of.3 Together with Twenty five

1. Other reference reads "messuage plantation and land whereon
the said Augustine Washington now lives."

2. Court Rec., GWBNM, pt. 1, pp. 110-112 (Westmoreland Deeds and
¥ills, No. 8, pt. 1, p. 226). By this arrangement Augustine, Jr., would
also have received another tract ('"messuage plantation and land") in
the Brooks Patent area. Lawrence, the older son, would have received
“"two other plantations and tracts of land," these located elsewhere in
Westmoreland County. '

3. Westmoreland acres excepted by other provisions embraced about
700 acres at "the head of Maddox" to son John and a 200-acre tract
(that bought from James Hore) to son Lawrence, the latter adjoined land
which he already owned on Mattox Creek.
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head of Neat Cattle forty hogs Twenty Sheep and a Negro Man named

Frank besides those negroes formerly given him by his Mother.
Augustine, Jr., was to receive, also, "three young working slaves"
which Lawrence was to purchase "out of the first profits of the Iron
works after my Decease." There was the provision, too, that his own
wife, Mary, should have "the Crops made at Bridge Creek, [as well as
those at] Chotank and Rappahannock Quarters '"for the support of herself
and her children." Her use of the "Bridge Creek Quarter" would in fact
span a five-year period, as has been seen. It is of interesting note
that Augustine, Jr., also inherited (as did Lawrence the other half)
"one half or moiety of the Debts I justly owe" along with a half of
"the Debts due & owing to me."

It was the Popes Creek estate that Augustine, Jr., would make his
chief preoccupation. Here he lived comfortably as a gentleman farmer
enjoying the fruits of the rural enviromment and seemingly not having
the more pronounced mercantile, industrial, and widely scattered land
development lnterests of his father. His home was the Popes Creek
operation. This his half brother, George, would remember most clearly
since he was here in a very impressionable period, his teen years.

We could wish for more information about the plantation and its
operation in this period, but records are meager. It is fortunate,
however, that after Augustine, Jr's., death a very detailed inventory
of his tangible personal property was made and recorded under the date
of November 30, 1762. It tells a good deal. This, when studied with
that of his father detailing the contents of his father's King George
County home in 1743, can give important insights into what the place
wes like under Augustine, Jr's., management - perhaps, even when his

. father was there as well,

It would seem reasonably sound to assume that Augustine, Sr's.,
interests, tastes, and method of living would have remained basically
the same baring an important change of fortune, which seems not to have
occurred. In both inventories, particularly in that of Augustine, Jr.
(because of its greater detail), the complex plantation activity comes
through quite distinctly. Both reflect comfortable living with many
refinements.

Augustine, Sr., had separate group listings for Plate, Glass, and
China as well as furnishings by room: Seven were enumerated.® There

4, Augustine's will in Ford, Writings of George Washington, XTIV, 410-16.

5. The Augustine, Sr., inventory is in King George County Inventory
Book, No. 1, p. 285. That of Augustine, Jr., is in Court Rec., GWBNM,
pt. 1, pp. 159-69 (Westmoreland Fiduciary Record, No. 4, p. 178).

6. Hell, Hall Back Room, Parlour, Back Room, Passage, Hall Chamber,
and Parlour Chamber. '
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were, too, separate listings for the Dairy, Closet (where there were
"Sundry's & lumber"), Store House, and Kitchen with other items "at

the Quarter." There were 20 (some 12 male, 8 female) negro slaves at

the "home house" and another 7 "at the quarters.” Livestock included

6 oxen, 23 cattle, 31 sheep, 38 hogs, and 6 horses, totaling those for
both house and quarters. Of special note, perhaps, were "l gett coopers .
tools" and "1 sett Surveyors instruments." Seemingly his inventory was
taken in three parts as he had holdings in three counties -- King George
Stafford, and Westmoreland.

The return for Westmoreland is basically one of livestock and
slaves (eleven of them) with the exceptions of "A still" (valued at
8 pounds, "1 Bag of feathers,” "3 Stands"” and "2 cyder cask." These
speak of distilling,7 making cider,® and stuffing feather beds and
pillows,9 all being legitimate and commonplace, plantation activities.
This section of Augustine, Sr's.,, inventory does not specifically say
Popes Creek Plantation, though he seems not to have operated his other
farms in the County except through lease or tenants. It may relate
particularly to the Bridges Creek Quarter, though not necessarily so.

In his will, in disposing of Mount Vernon, Augustine bequeathed
it to Lawrence with "all the slaves, Cattle & Stocke of all kinds
whatsoever and all the household Furniture whatsoever now in & upon
or which have been Commonly possessed by my said son . . . ."10 fThere
was no such language in the bequest to Augustine, Jr., only the "Land"
being spec